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The President’s Hatch 
Thank you 2026 Show committee! 
 
A sincere thank you to the 2026 Show 
Committee for their dedication and excep-
tional execution of this year’s show. It was 
inspiring to see the team come together, 
with everyone stepping in, taking on differ-
ent roles, and coordinating flawlessly. The 
committee brought outstanding talent—
from polished MC and speaking skills to IT 
expertise and strong business execution—
all driven by a shared commitment to creat-
ing a fun, engaging, and memorable experi-
ence for everyone. 
 
2026 Show Committee: 
 
Mike Jacobs, Doug Edel, Doug Nauman, 
Henry Moeller, Jacob Heit, Jeff Moore, 
John Gillenwater, Joseph Wolf, Lance 
Zook, Nick Hayes, Ray Thys, Ronda Long-
Craig. 
 
Looking Ahead: 
 
Exciting things are ahead for 2026 and 
early 2027! The 2027 show is scheduled for 
February 5–6 at the Courtyard Marriott in 
Ankeny, Iowa, and the new show commit-
tee is already hard at work, trying to build 
on the great ideas and lessons from the 
2026 team. The board has also established 
a tentative meeting schedule for the year. 
As we move forward, we will continue seek-
ing partnerships that support conservation 
and fishing access, while looking for oppor-
tunities to provide more value for the Iowa 
fly fishing community through outreach and 
engagement. 
 
Google Calendar, Plan A, Plan B, and 
getting more casts 
 
Personally, I use this time of year to plan fly 
fishing trips and reflect on any issues from 
the previous year.  Life got busy the last 

few years and didn't get out as much as I 
wanted with some missed opportunities 
from lack of planning on my part.  Some 
examples of lost time on the water are 
cancelled trips from rain blowouts and 
other weather events, getting to the water 
and realizing missing key gear, and 
missed opportunities from seasonal runs 
and other specific times of year opportuni-
ties. 
 
This year I’m focused on maximizing time 
on the water - and always having a "Plan 
B". I’ve refreshed my “Plan B tote” with a 
few extra essentials - small items that are 
easy to overlook, but can truly make or 
break a day if they’re missing.  My plan is 
to keep the tote mostly in my truck, be-
cause it was sitting in my garage last year 
when I needed some extra nippers. 
In the past, I’ve canceled trips because of 
weather events like spring blowouts when 
I might still have been able to salvage the 
day. A better approach is to have a 
backup plan—such as knowing a few 
headwater stream sections that clear 
more quickly, or when traveling out of 

state, identifying a nearby tail water or 
lake in case freestone rivers are blown 
out. The reverse can happen as well: 
when heavy generation makes tail waters 
unfishable, having an alternate option 
ready can still save the day on the wa-
ter.  I have started creating notes on my 
phone for backup options when conditions 
force a change. 
To help avoid missing fishing opportuni-
ties, I created a specific Google Calen-
dar for my favorite addiction. Google Cal-
endar allows you to create separate calen-
dars and color-code them. Below are a 
few examples of reminders and days I’ve 
blocked off on my fishing calendar. I’ve 
found that these reminders help motivate 
me to get out on the water, help with ad-
ministrative tasks, and make the most of 
available opportunities. 
 

 Calendar reminder about specific 

trout streams in the driftless that 
maybe fish better at certain times of 
the year.  

 Late March entry about a specific 

pond loaded with carp in Des Moines 
that needs to be fished in early spring 
before moss coats the fly. 

 Weeks blocked off during peak Mul-

berry season (carp) 

 Weeks are highlighted during periods 

of historic white bass and wiper runs 
below central Iowa spillway's 
and lakes 

 Reminder in January to print off and 

save the PDF for my fishing license to 
my phone after the auto renew hap-
pens. 

 
Whatever ways you use to maximize your 
time on the water, I hope you have a great 
spring fishing. 
 

Kirk 

Kirk Rosenow 

Help Support  
Port-a-Potties at N&S Bear Creeks 

Go Fund Me 
https://www.gofundme.com/port-a-potty  

Casting For Recovery Needs Flies!! 
There is a great need for some flies to 

replace those lost over the last ten years.  

There are 14 fly boxes that need some 
help.  Fly size 14, 16, and 18.  Sug-

gested patterns: elk hair caddis, Ad-

ams, hare’s ear, pheasant  tail, 
prince nymph, any bead head 

nymph, hopper, stimulator,  marabou 
jig 1/100 oz, and  wooly bugger.  Any 

amount and size will be very much appre-
ciated.  

Mick & Lisa 
mcvey1372@mchsi.com 

563-349-9194 



 

 

2026 Board of Directors 

Kirk Rosenow, President 

Waukee, Iowa  
kcrosenow@gmail.com 

 
Ron Stahlberg, Vice President 

Swisher, IA  

flyfish@southslope.net 
 

Dale Tayloe, Secretary 

Cedar Falls, IA  

tayloedb@gmail.com 
 

Ronda Long-Craig, Treasurer 
Oskaloosa, IA  

hffatreas@gmail.com 
 

Davis Horton, Past President 
Colo, Iowa  

dhorton@hardincountyia.gov 
 

Patrick Burns, Director  
Dubuque IA  

parickburns14@gmail.com 
 

Marty McVey, Director 
Boone, IA  

martymcveyflyfishing@gmail.com 
 

Rob Kundert, Director 
Dubuque, IA  

flyfishersdubuque@gmail.com 
 

Ron Dunek, Director 
Ankeny, IA 

rdunek99@hotmail.com 
 

Lisa Davis, Director 
Moline, Il 

stripntwitch@yahoo.com 
 

Cameron Aker 
 Conservation Chair 

Ames, IA 
cameronaker87@gmail.com  

 
Work Day Coordinator 

Vacant 
 
 

Don Otto, HFFA Flyline Editor 
Knoxville, IA 

hawkeyeflyfisher@gmail.com 
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_____________________________ 

TROUT UNLIMITED 

NORTH BEAR CHAPTER 

Meetings held second Thursday 

of month 

 September – May, Starting at 

6:30 pm. 

Johnston Public Library 

6700 Merle Hay Road  

Johnston, Iowa 

Website: tu-northbear.org 

Jay Leach - President 

president@tu-northbear.org 

_________________________ 

TROUT UNLIMITED 

 DRIFTLESS CHAPTER  

 Check the Website   

For Information 

www.iadriftless.org 

_________________________ 

Iowa Women Fly Fishers 

Join us for good fishing  

and good company . 

https://www.facebook.com/

groups/170891783425206  

katelodge25@gmail.com 

willacamp@gmail.com 

________________________ 

Trout Unlimited 

Spring Creeks Chapter 

3rd Thursday September - May 

Location To Be Announced 

Ronda Long-Craig -  President 

Check Their Facebook  

www.facebook.com/springcreekstu 

———————————— 

Iowa’s Coldwater  

Conservancy 

Tom Murray 

jandtmurray@gmail.com 

________________________ 

______________________________________    
Project Healing Waters 

 Fly Fishing 

Meets 1st & 3rd Tuesday of Month 
7 to 9 pm 

Paralyzed Veterans of America  
 Iowa Chapter 

 7025 Hickman Road Ste #1  
Urbandale, IA 

Contact: Paul Wright 
blackwolfe47@yahoo.com 

____________________________ 
Quad Cities Chapter 

Meets  3rd Thursday Every Month 
 6:00 pm to 8+ 

Riverdale Town Hall 
310 Manor Dr. 
Riverdale, Iowa 

Contact: John Channon  
jc.channon@icloud.com 

____________________________ 
Dubuque Fly Fishers 

Meets 2nd Monday 6:00 pm  
September to May 

Swiss Valley Nature Center 
13606 Swiss Valley Rd., Dubuque, 

IA 
Contact: Rob Kundert 

flyfishersdubuque@gmail.com 
facebook.com/dubuqueflyfishers 

____________________________ 
 

Central Iowa Fly Fishers 

Meets 3rd Saturday 9:00 am  
September to May 

Our Lady’s Immaculate Heart 
Church 

510 East 1st St., Ankeny, IA 
Contact: Kirk Rosenow 
 kcrosenow@gmail.com 

____________________________ 
 

Iowa City Contact 

Contact: Ryan Maas 
maas_ryan@yahoo.com 

____________________________ 
 

Cedar Rapids Contact 

Contact: Lance Zook 
l.a.zook@mchsi.com 

____________________________ 

 
 

Contacts & Meetings 

mailto:president@tu-northbear.org
http://www.iadriftless.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/170891783425206
https://www.facebook.com/groups/170891783425206
http://www.facebook.com/springcreekstu
mailto:maas_ryan@yahoo.com
mailto:l.a.zook@mchsi.com
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Event Calendar 
April 2026 
 
April 29 

HFFA Board Meeing 
Virtual 6:00 pm 

knrosenow@gmail.com 
 

May 2026 
 
June 2026 
 
June 23 

HFFA board Meeting 
Virtual 6 pm 

kcrosenow@gmail.com 
 

Wisconsin Women’s Fly Fishing Clinics 
June 10 - 12 Intermediate 

June 12 - 14 Beginner 
Need to preregister! 

Avalanche, WI 
wisconsinwomenflyfishing@gmail.com 

 
July 2026 
 
July 12 - 17 

Project Aware 
Cleanup on Turkey River  

Check their  Website 
July 31 

Iowa State Fair Fly Tying Competition 
Deadline for Fly Submission  

PO Box 57130 
Des Moines, Iowa, 50317 

 
August 2026 
August 27 

HFFA Board Meeting 
Virtual 6 pm 

kcrosenow@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September 2026 
 
September 12 

Brule River Spey Day 
Lake Superior Steelhead Assn. 

Brule river@ McNeil House 
Brule, WI 

www.steelheaders.org 
 

September  17 - 19 
Northern Rodmakers Gathering 

10th Annual 
West Fork Sports Club 
Avalanche, Wisconsin 

northernrodmakers.com 
 

September 24 - 26 
Fly Fishers International Fly Fest 

Redding, CA 
flyfishersinternational.org 

 
October 2026 
 
October  2 - 4 

2025 Casting for Recovery 
Camp Ewalu’s Stone Retreat Center 

Strawberry Point, IA 52076 
Must Register  

norrisl@ihaonline.org 
October 12 - 17 
FFI - Women Connect 2026 Rendezvous 

Decorah, Iowa 
Registration on line March 2026 

 
October 17 

HFFA Board Meeting 
Manchester Hatchery  

In person  Noon 
kcrosenow@gmail.com 

 
November 2026 
December 2026 
 
 
 
 
 

January 207 
February 2027 
 
February  5 & 6 

HFFA Annual Fly Fishing Show 
Courtyard by Marriot 

Ankeny, Iowa 
Kirk Rosenow 

kcrosenow@gmail.com 
 

February  ? 
Mid-Iowa Bass Masters 

Swap Meet & Boat Show 
4-H Building State Fairgrounds 

Des Moines, IA 
www.midiowabassmasters.com 

 
March 2027 
March ? 

Fly Fishing Film Tour 
10 am to 2 pm 

Varsity Cinema, Des Moines 
North Bear TU 

jjleach27@gmail.com 
 

March  ? 
Great Waters Fly Fishing Expo 

Hamline University 
St. Paul, MN 

info@greatwatersflyexpo.com 
 

March ? 
Fly Tyers Rendezvous 

Spring Creeks TU 
Eagles Club, Monticello, IA 

Facebook.c 
March ? 

Sowbug Roundup 
North Arkansas Fly Fishers 

Mountain Home, AR 
www.sowbugroundup.org 

 
March ? 

Cornhusker Fly Fishers Spring Fling 
tlgoodwater@gmail.com 

om/springcreekstu 

The Flyline is the official publication of the Hawkeye Fly Fishing As-
sociation. It is published in April, June, September, and December.  
The HFFA is a chapter of the Fly Fishers International.  
Articles may be submitted as MS Word or as a text file. Typed, 
printed or clearly handwritten documents are also accepted.   Photos 
can be submitted digitally. Send original jpeg.  Deadline is one month 
before publication. 
Send all materials to: 

Don Otto, The Flyline Editor 
hawkeyeflyfisher@gmail.com 

641-230-1468 
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HFFA Business Report 
Hawkeye Fly Fishing Association Annual Meeting Minutes (2/28/26) 

Location:  Hilton Garden Inn Cedar Rapids, IA 

Call to Order and Welcome: 
The meeting was called to order at 11:38am by President Kirk Rosenow.  Board members present included Kirk 

Rosenow, Ron Stahlberg, Dale Tayloe, Ronda Long-Craig, Pat Burns, Marty McVey, & Rob Kundert.  Also present were 

Don Otto, Ryan Maas and about 50 HFFA members.  

Kirk welcomed everyone to the 2026 HFFA Annual Show and Meeting.  He thanked everyone on the show committee for 

organizing and executing a great show:  Mike Jacobs, Doug Edel, Doug Nauman, Henry Moeller, Jacob Heit, Jeff Moore, 

John Gillenwater, Joseph Wolf, Lance Zook, Nick Hayes, Ray Thys, and Ronda Long-Craig. 

Kirk gave a brief history of HFFA marking our 50
th
 Anniversary noting how far trout fishing had come for Iowa in 50 years 

in terms of the number of 1)streams with some level of naturally reproducing trout and 2)streams open to public fishing, 

starting with 5 in 1976 to over 100 in 2025.  Also, projects completed in the last year were discussed including 1)the Bear 

Creek Project with HFFA making a considerable contribution for the acquisition of 21 acres of land in Allamakee County 

and .35 miles of Bear Creek and 2)a stream improvement project near the Manchester Fish Hatchery on Spring Branch 

involving building and rebuilding of boulder clusters, J-Hooks, deflectors, and weirs. 

Kirk announced the date and venue for the 2027 Annual Show and Meeting.  The 2027 HFFA Annual Show will be Fri-

day and Saturday, February 5-6, 2027, at the Courtyard Marriot in Ankeny, IA. 

New Business: 
Motion to nominate and approve Ron Dunek as Director from Central Iowa by Don Otto.  Second by Mike Schrader.  
Motion approved. 
Motion to nominate and approve Lisa Davis as Director from Quad Cities by Don Otto.  Second by Dave Jones.  Motion 

approved.   

Treasurers Report:  Ronda gave a Treasurer’s report.  Motion by Dale Tayloe to accept the treasurer’s report as read.  

Second by Dave Jones.  Motion approved.   

General Discussion: 
Kirk opened the floor for discussion.   Various topics were brought forth by the membership for discussion including 

HFFA libraries, membership demographics, possible projects for 2026, and show rotation. 

Adjournment: 
Motion to adjourn by Ron Stahlberg at approximately 12:15pm.  Second by Mike Schrader.  Motion approved. 

 

Respectfully submitted 

Dale Tayloe, Secretary 3/4/26 10:27am 
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2026 Iowa State Fair 
Fly Tying Competition 

By James Barnhart 

 
The Iowa State Fair will be held August 13 through August 23, 2026.  We will be holding the Fly-Tying competition once again this 
year.  I am sure everyone has practiced tying their favorite flies and are willing to enter them in the state contest.  
  
The Hawkeye Fly Fishing Association will again be sponsoring the Fly-Tying competition at this year's Iowa State Fair.  The competi-
tion is supported by the Iowa Department of Natural Resources and the Iowa State Fair.  The goal is to provide an opportunity for the 
public to view the art of fly tying and to promote fly fishing in Iowa.  
  
The fly-tying display will be in the DNR Building on the Fairgrounds during the fair.  The judging is tentatively scheduled for Wednes-
day, August 12th at 1:00 p.m. in the DNR Building.  
  
Fly entries need to be received at the Fair Administration post office box by July 31, 2026.   
  
There are three divisions  

 Adult division is for anyone 17 years of age and older.    

 Junior division is for anyone 16 years and younger.  

 Expert division for tiers who have sold flies.  

  
There are four categories for each division.  The categories are the following:   

 Dry Fly  

 Wet Fly / Soft Hackle / Nymph  

 Streamers  

 Open Class  

  
You may enter in each of the categories, but only one fly for each category.  No flies smaller than size #18.  No flies larger than 
size #2.  To enter, please provide the fly tier’s name, the division to be entered, the category to be entered and the name of 
the fly.  
  
You must be an Iowa resident to enter or a member of the Hawkeye Fly Fishing Association.  If you have ever tied flies commer-
cially or sold the flies that you have tied, you must enter the Expert Division.  If you won a blue ribbon for one of the categories 
last year, you are not permitted to enter the same category this year.    
  
The Hawkeye Fly Fishing Association will provide judges for the competition.  Ribbons will be given for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place win-
ners.  Each fly will be judged in its category.  In our contest, a panel of judges will choose the places in each category and division.  
The visitors to the state fair will see the flies displayed in the DNR Building  
  
Flies must be sent to the Iowa State Fair Administration Office, P.O. Box 57130, Des Moines, IA 50317 and received by July 31, 
2026.  Each fly entered must have the fly tier’s  name, address, telephone number, name of the fly, division to be entered and 
the category.  Junior division entries must state the age of the fly tier.  

James 
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2026 HFFA Annual Meeting & Show 
The 2026 HFFA Annual Meeting and Show was a success.  Led by Mike Jacobs the show committee; Nick Hayes, Ray Thys, Henry 
Moeller, Jeff Moore, Lance Zook, Joe Wolf, Doug Nauman, John Gillenwater, Doug Edel and Ronda Long-Craig put together a great 
event.  They were aided by many other members that pitched in to support their efforts.  I will try to give you a taste of the event, but 
one must really come in person to get the full experience.  Save the date for next year’s meeting & show at the Courtyard Marriott in 

Ankeny on February 5 & 6, 2027. 

Don 

On the left is the busiest 
place at the show with 
Ronda Long-Craig and 

Stacy Craig registering folks.  
Dave Jones and Laurie Zook 
stand ready to help.  On the 
right Nick Hayes starts Fri-

day night by introducing 
Jason Randall.  Nick MC’d 

the whole show. 

Jason Randall on left below gave four presentations.  Friday night “Essential Skills for finding and Catching Trout”, Saturday “When 
All Else Fails; Tactics to Catch Trout On Slow Days”, “If 90% of the Trout Are Caught by 10% of the Fishermen, How Do You Reach 
the Upper 10%?”, Sunday “Nymph Fishing Secret Weapons”.  He and Jeff Currier on right below combined for a presentation at the 

banquet discussing their careers and the people they worked with “Standing on the Shoulders”.  Jeff’s presentations: Friday 
“Streamer Tricks for More and Larger Trout”, Saturday; “Fly Fishing Warm Water Bass, Pike, Carp, and More”, “Fly Fishing Through 

Midlife Heaven", "Four Seasons of the Yellowstone Trout Bum”, Sunday “The Worlds Best Fly Fishing Destinations”.  These two 
pretty much covered the whole spectrum of fly fishing and were very well received. 

Luke Annear below far left, gave a presentation Friday night “Demystifying Carp”.  Saturday morning started with the “DNR Update” 
with Mike Siepker shown below left center.  Caleb Corona shown below right center presented “River and Stream Techniques for 
Trophy Smallmouth Bass”.  Randy Richter shown below far right finished on Sunday morning with “Giants Next Door; Fly Fishing 

Wisconsin Lake Michigan Tributaries”. 
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2026 HFFA Annual Meeting & Show 

Vendors on Left and Bucket Raffle on Right Silent Auction Items 

Vendor Room Two Views 
Above 

Marlene Houston and Luke Pfeffer from Root River Rod Company get some 
practice in with Marty McVey above left.  “Fly Tiers Row” on right above. 
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2026 HFFA Annual Meeting & Show 
The annual business meeting  was held at noon on Saturday.  Our president Kirk Rosenow, gave a presentation about where the as-
sociation has come from, to our current goals.  Board of Directors positions for the Quad Cities and Central Iowa were filled by Lisa 
Davis for the Quad Cities and Ron Dunek for Central Iowa.  The banquet was well attended see photo below left.  The live auction 
went well with Dave Aeschliman as the auctioneer.  Dave has been our auctioneer for the last several shows and does a good job.  

Mike Jacobs helped with identifying the items see photo below right.  . 

Shown below on left Mike Schrader getting the Outstanding Member Plaque.  Nick Hayes received the Presidents  Award (center 

below) and Kirk Rosenow received a plaque commemorating his tenure as our president. (on right below) 

Marlene Houston (shown on left) won the grand prize raffle.  The prize 

was a Winston Air 2 9ft.,4piece, 4wt. Freshwater rod, a Lamson 
Remix fly reel, and Rio Gold WF-4-F fly line with backing.  

Marlene is a certified casting instructor, guide, and is associated 
with Root River Rod Company, one of our regular vendors.                   

Congratulations Marlene!! 
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“ Good Night Charlene” 
Jeff Moore made a presentation of an enshrined “4 Eyed Puss Bug” to Dan Peterson at the 2026 HFFA Annual Meeting Banquet.  

This puss bug is to take the place of “Charlene the Chartreuse Chicken”.  To explain this, Jeff shared with me, the original presenta-
tion of Charlene at the 1989 HFFA Banquet.   The recipient in 1989 was Gary McCaughey a long time Life Member of HFFA.  Gary 

passed away on October 5, 2025..  Find below the original presentation.  The new enshrined puss bug on the left and Charlene in her 
glory at the 2015  Great Waters Show with friends Scott Norby and Dave Whitlock on the right. 

Don 

Roasting McCaughey and the Chartreuse Chicken 
Jeff Moore, February 1989 

 
Last year I attended Mike Jacobs’s fly-tying classes.  The first night I went, I sat down by a man, whom I would soon come to 

know as, Gary McCaughey.  I was expecting to learn how to tie those little trout flies.  Mike said we were going to tie an Adams first 
since this was one of the most common flies you would use.  Everyone got out a size 16 hook and proceeded to put it into their vise 
except Gary he had this very large hook that he was using.  As Mike proceeded to explain how to tie this pattern, I keep watching 
Gary out of the corner of my eye.  While everyone else was tying on very small tips of feathers, Gary had this bead chain out that he 
was tying on his hook. 

Then everyone started to dub on this gray fur, but Gary had this awful green looking feather he was tying on.  This continued 
on for weeks, as we all tied those little trout flies, Gary tied these big chartreuse colored flies, that he called four eyed puss bugs. 

Now I was getting a little intimidated by Gary.  I had read that trout only eat very small bugs, so why was he tying these green 
things in such a large size?  Well come to find out Gary does very little trout fishing, he mostly fishes for bass and pan fish. 

As time went on Mike explained about all the materials used in fly tying and where they come from.  One night I asked Mike, 
where they get chartreuse feathers from.  He said they came from some special chicken that was raised out west. 

Well we were going out west this summer, so I decided to find one of those chartreuse chickens.  As we traveled through the 
country side on our vacation I drove all the back roads through the farm communities looking for the chartreuse chicken.  When I was 
just about to give up on finding one of them, we drove by a little farm and out in the barn lot low and behold was a chartreuse chicken.   
I slammed on the brakes and pulled into the farmer’s lot.  I told the farmer I had been looking all over for this chicken and was very 
happy to find one.   Well with a very sad face the farmer started telling me the story about how he had raised these chickens just for fly 
tiers and had worked many years to get just the right color and now it was coming to an end. 

He said this was the very last chartreuse chicken all of the other ones have died from the dreaded spotted foot disease, and 
he was getting too old to start all over again.  Well I was devastated, I had driven all these back roads trying to find this chicken and 
now it was the last one.  I asked the farmer if I could use his phone and I called Denny Redmond and Mike Jacobs and told them of 
the dilemma.  We decided to pull our money together and make an offer on the chicken.   After an hour of bickering and horse trading, 
I walked away with the very last chartreuse chicken. 

We still had two weeks of vacation left so we decided to put the chicken in the trunk.  It was very hot that day so I put a pan 
of water and some food in the trunk with the chicken and we stopped every few miles to let the chicken out for air and to do its thing. 

We got to Cody, Wyoming and decided to go to the Buffalo Bill Museum.  It was very hot so we decided to cool the chicken 
off as best we could before going in and then we would come back soon so as not to keep the chicken locked up too long.  It took 
forever to get through the museum with all the people and long lines and when we finally did get out it had really gotten hot. 

I ran to the car and opened the trunk, but it was too late the chicken was dead.  What have I done? I thought, I have just 
killed the last chartreuse chicken.   I called Denny and Mike and told them what I had done and asked them what they thought I should 
do.  We decided to find a taxidermist and have the chicken stuffed. 

We continued with our vacation and a few weeks after we arrived home this box came and in it was the mounted chartreuse 
chicken.  I decided since I had killed the chicken I had no right to keep the chicken.  I called Denny and asked him if he wanted it.  His 
wife said that chartreuse did not match the décor of their house.  I called Mike and his wife said “you are not going to keep that 
chicken in our house”.   So Gary, since you are what we call “The King of Chartreuse” we feel it only right for you to have this,  the last 
Chartreuse Chicken.  We hope you will display it proudly. 

Jeff 
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Several years ago, dad asked me to restore his bamboo fly rod. It was the only fly rod he ever had. I told him I would be glad to but 

there was something I wanted in return. “What would that be?” he asked. I told him I wanted the fly he tied when he was a teenager. 

He said, “I think we can make that happen. It’s a deal.”  I have the first fly I tied. I thought it would be pretty cool if the two flies were 

displayed together in a frame on a shelf or on the wall.  

I had never actually seen his fly, but I had heard about it for as long as I remember. It was sort of legendary.  There was a story often 

told about this fly, the only one I knew of that dad tied.  

Dad grew up on a farm several miles outside of town.  He spent a lot of time while growing up down at the creek.  If his chores were 

done and if he was not at school chances are he’d be at the creek wandering, hunting squirrels or raccoons, skipping stones across 

the water, building dams or water wheels, looking for gold, or fishing.   When he was about 14, he repeatedly saw a bass in the clear 

water from the bank above the creek.  If he was careful not to scare the fish, he would see it often in the large pool. Soon the idea 

occurred to him that he could catch this fish.  He tried worms, minnows, plugs, spinners, and spoons over the course of several days. 

The fish never took the bait. He would look at it but it never took the bait.  Dad thought what he needed was a fly. But where to get 

one?  Trips to town were rare except for school and shopping at stores having flies was even more rare. Mail ordering might work but 

that too would cost money which he didn’t have and would take too much time. Come a good rain, the creek could rise and the bass 

could move.  He decided he would tie a fly using materials found at home. He found a hook in his dad’s tackle and his mom gave him 

some thread. He used some hair from the tail of a fox squirrel and tractor magneto shellac as head cement and tied his fly.  

The next day, after school and after completing chores, off he went to the creek with a rod and the fly. He approached the creek and 

pool very cautiously to not spook the fish. He cast the fly out a few feet in front of the fish. Wham!  The fish attacked it!  And it was 

hooked!  The bass fought a good fight but Dad landed it!  It all happened so fast!  Grandpa, grandma, dad and dad’s 4 siblings had 

fish that night with supper. The fly worked! 

Dad was happy that I wanted the old fly. He would have gladly given it to me.  There was just one problem; the fly was nowhere to be 

found. It wasn’t in the bottom of the green metal tackle box where it was supposed to be and where it apparently had resided for 

years. The search continued for months. No stone was left unturned so to speak. Dad thought the fly might have been included in a 

bunch of fishing tackle he had given my brother. Nope.  It wasn’t there.  Finally, one day as dad was preparing to have an auction, the 

fly was found in one of about 6 coffee cups boxed up and ready to be placed on the auction table. The fly was saved! 

Dad handed me the fly.  After all that and the near loss of the legendary family heirloom, I didn’t have the heart to take 
it from him. I gave it back in a display box I made complete with a light at the top so 94 year-old eyes could more easily 
see what had been created nearly eight decades earlier. This year I finished restoring the old bamboo rod keeping my 
end of the bargain. Someday I might own both the rod and the fly, and for sure, sooner than I would like.  
 

Dale 

“The Fly” 
By Dale Tayloe 

First Place Essay at the 2026 HFFA Annual Meeting & Show  



 

 

Page 12 



 

 Page 13 

Beg, Borrow, or Steal  aka Classifieds 

_________________________________ 

 FOR SALE 

Quality hand-crafted trout nets made by an 

HFFA member.  Nets range in length from 

21” - 29” and are available in various woods 

and hoop configurations.  Contact me di-

rectly or visit my shop at Etsy.com 

(HoskinsNets).  

Tom Hoskins 

1519 14th St. 

Bettendorf, IA 52722 

563-370-6404 

HoskinsNets@gmail.com  

___________________________________ 

GP Lawrence Rods 

Handcrafted Split Bamboo Fly Rods  

by HFFA member, Dave Kemp 

563-590-8622  davemikek@aol.com 

Will custom make per your preferences 

Located in the Dubuque area 

___________________________________ 

Trout Fishing the Driftless Area 
By Bob Trevis, HFFA Member 

The first guidebook to Iowa, Wisconsin 
& Minnesota driftless trout streams pub-

lished as one book.   
226 pages, spiral-bound and full-color, 

Troutchaser’s Guide  
Available through 

 www.troutchasers.net 
___________________________________ 

Quality Fly Tying Materials 

Featuring Mustad, Tiemco and Umpqua U 

Series hooks. Whiting necks and saddles. 

Vises from  Anvil, Griffin, and HMH. All 

Wapsi, Umpqua, Hareline, Dr. Slick, and 

Rumpf products available.  

Excellent service! Don¹t forget my free fly 

tying classes in Cedar Rapids held  January 

and February. 

Mike Jacobs 

Hawkeye Fly Tyer 

117  E. First St. 

Monticello, IA 52310 

319-465-4704 

___________________________________ 

For Sale 
Used Force Fin Pro Fins XXL 

In Good Condition 
New Retail is $370 

Sell for $90 
Lee Schulteis  515-480-4026 

___________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

Looking for All the Good Stuff?  
Well look no further! We carry a complete line 
of fly tying materials, tools, flies and fly fishing 
tackle from some of the best names in the in-
dustry. We stock all of your favorites from Re-
gal, Dyna King, Wapsi, Nature’s Spirit, 
Hareline, Hardy, TFO, RIO, Cortland, Daiichi, 
Whiting, Metz, Fishpond, Mustad, plus many 
unique and innovative materials. Sign up for 
our free e-newsletter and take 10% off your 
first order, recommend a friend and get free 
shipping. 

 Badger Creek Fly Tying  
Contact us at:  607-347-4946,   

www.eflytyer.com or mike@eflytyer.com 
____________________________________ 

For Sale 
Regal Medallion Rotary C clamp  

Regular Jaws Like New 
Regal Bobbin Holder 

Fly Tying LED Light, with extra batteries 
Selling these items as a package 

$200 
 

VINTAGE South Bend Hollow Glass fly rod. 
 8 ft. 6 inch. 6 wt. 

comes in original tube with sock. 
 Excellent Condition 

$60 
 

Pennington 7 1/2 4 wt. bamboo rod.  
Two tips Updated reel seat  

Wooden Case Excellent condition 
 

South Bend 7 1/2 6 wt bamboo rod 
Two tips 

One Owner Very Good Condition 
 In original tube. 

 
Antique Pflueger reel  
With circle line guard 

 
Call or email for prices 

 
Dean Elder 

karenanddean1967@gmail.com 
641-752-4840 

_____________________________________ 
 

Fly Fish Iowa 
Fly Fishing Guide Service 

Ryan Koch 
406-212-1873 

flyfishiowawaters@gmail.com 
www.flyfishIA.com 

 
_____________________________________ 

 
 
 

______________________________ 
Want to Improve your Fly Casting? 
Don’t Have an Instructor Nearby? 

Try Education on the Line 
Virtual Fly Casting Lessons 

Kalyn Hoggard(USA Fly Casting 
Team), FFI Casting Instructor 

kalyn@theflyroad.com 
Marty McVey  

FFI Master Casting Instructor 
martymcveyflyfishing@gmail.com 

_______________________________ 
 

Front 20 Outfitters.LLC 
Guided Trips & Fly Shop 

Perham, Minnesota 
Doug & Roxanne Harthan 

218-640-3163 cell 
www.front20outfitters.com 

 
_______________________________ 

 
Shallow Water Angling 

Fly Fishing Guide Service 
Ames, Iowa 
Ash Burton 

515-598-6150 
www.shallowwateranglingiowa.com 

 
______________________________ 

 
Andy’s Armory and Adventure 

Fly Fishing Supplies 
1316 6th St. 

Nevada, Iowa 50201 
Andy Frey 

515-361-2160 
www.andysaa.com 

_______________________________ 
 

Fly Rod Reduction Sale Downsizing 
Several split bamboo rods:  

South Bend 359 9ft 3 piece 5wt. 
Montague Sunbeam 9ft 6wt  

Horrick Ibbottson Princess 7ft 2pc 5 wt  
Heddon #10 9ft 3 piece 6 wt   

6 1/2 ft 3wt made by  
Sam Fox, Harpers Ferry  

Streamcraft 4A 9ft 3 piece 7 wt 
 Also some nice ORVIS rods 

843 3 wt 8ft 4in 2 piece, 
HYDROS 4 piece 9ft 6wt 

CLEARWATER 2 piece 6wt like new,  
FENWICK World Class 9ft 9wt.  

 Steve Perry  Decorah  
 641-583-1604 

   steve.perry12678@gmail.com 
_______________________________ 
- 

http://www.eflytyer.com
mailto:mike@eflytyer.com
http://www.eflytyer.com
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