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The President’s Hatch 
 Last Flyline, I mentioned I was 
working on a boat restoration project. 
Around a year ago we found out my great 
grandfather’s Naden boat was being sold 
by the previous owner. Naden boats were 
manufactured in Webster City throughout 
the mid 1900’s and this model was likely a 
late 50’s to early 60’s version. The boat 
made its way out of the family a few dec-
ades ago and we knew it was in disrepair 
prior to re-purchasing. My uncle, Bill, 
bought the boat anticipating a total recon-
struction. That assumption was correct as 
the only functioning portion of the boat was 
the shell itself. Even the transom needed 
fully rebuilt. 
  Bill had his own boat, so someone 
else in the family needed to take on the 
project and give it a permanent home once 
finished. We hatched the idea to restore the 
boat as a family and then I’d keep the ves-
sel as a family heirloom. The only stipula-
tion was that the boat would be modified to 
perform “modern” functions for a fly angler. 
Think of things like an open casting deck, 
stabilizing the interior of the craft for bal-
ance mid-cast, adding advanced electron-
ics to properly utilize heavy sinking lines in 
deep water on still lakes, and more. With all 
parties in agreement, we immediately got to 
work making it the perfect lake - fly fishing 
vessel. Over five months of hard work went 
into restoration, and we finally finished on 
November 3rd. The three of us met relig-
iously every Sunday morning during that 
time to make it all come together. 
 While I’d like to say my dad and I 
helped with the construction, and we cer-
tainly did, the genius behind the operation 
was the master carpenter i.e. Uncle Bill. 
When it comes to craftsmanship, he is the 
best. Most of his professional woodworking 
can be found in luxury homes around Iowa 
where he creates things like custom cabi-
nets, framing, wood flooring, gun rooms, 
tables, chandeliers, and more. His crea-
tions are unique, and the completed prod-
ucts find their way into the homes of inter-
esting individuals. For example, he did a 
substantial amount of woodwork in Dennis 

Albaugh’s first Ankeny home. While we 
were working on the boat, he also 
wrapped up a brand-new gun room project 
for an attorney. The room featured a 
nearly complete collection of mint condi-
tion Winchester firearms. Bill created the 
ornamental cabinetry in which those guns 
were later stored. Dad and I loved the 
stories that went with his projects. 
 It was a unique and humbling 
experience to watch Bill frame the entirety 
of the boat from start to finish. I told him 
what I wanted, and his brain created it. I 
was astonished at how simple he made 
the entire process look. Dad and I, inten-
tionally, did no woodworking. We were 
both horrible at it. Carpeting the entirety of 
the boat, buffing out salvageable alumi-
num parts, placing stainless steel screws 
and accessories, ordering and picking up 
the new trailer, picking up day to day sup-
plies, hiring out the paint job duties, clean-
ing, and comedic relief were more so our 
responsibilities. 
 When the project was completed 
in its entirety, we were left with the perfect 
fly-fishing boat. A new trolling motor and 
electronics, flush components on the front 
of the casting deck to avoid fly line hang 
ups, recessed center walkway where the 
bench was removed for more walking 

space, and a brand-new paint job brought 
it all together. We even tricked it out with 
the original decals to complete the “old 
school” aesthetic. It really does serve as 
my ideal fishing boat for small Iowa lakes, 
but also accommodates my family for lei-
surely weekend floats. 
 I’m looking forward to bagging a 
few jumbo hybrid striped bass, bluegills, 
bowfin, and smallmouth bass in this water-
craft. The spring season will also allow me 
to modify a few pieces in preparation for 
my first “select-trip” season. These will be 
single angler trips dedicated to targeting 
trophy fish only (bowfin, hybrid striped 
bass, carp, and panoptix-panfish). Mainly 
for my friends and family members, but 
public interest is always there if big fish 
are involved.  
 More importantly, I’m glad we 
were able to complete this project as a 
family. As silly as it seems, being in the 
company of one another and completing a 
project together strengthened our relation-
ships. This boat was an important part of 
my dad and uncle’s upbringings. They 
spent countless hours inside the vessel 
learning to fish. Rebuilding their childhood 
was obviously important to them, and to 
me, so I was honored to be a part of it all. 
I never met my great grandfather, but I’ve 
now got a part of him forever! Sentimental, 
and a great addition to the fishing arsenal. 
Hopefully you all get the chance to take on 
rare projects like this in the future. If you 
get the opportunity, take advantage. As 
painstaking as it seems to restore an en-
tire boat, I enjoyed the process from start 
to finish. Seeing my great grandfather’s 
old boat go from a shell of itself to “straight 
off the lot” beautiful was more than re-
warding. Chat with me at the spring show 
if you’d like more details. For now, I’ve got 
some late season fishing to accomplish. 
Tight lines to you all and see you in Febru-
ary! 
 

Davis 

Davis Horton 

Help Support  
Port-a-Potties at N&S Bear Creeks 

Go Fund Me 
https://www.gofundme.com/port-a-



 

 

2024 Board of Directors 

Davis Horton, President 

Colo, Iowa  
dhorton@hardincountyia.gov 

 
Ron Stahlberg, Vice President 

Swisher, IA  

flyfish@southslope.net 
 

Dave Jones, Secretary 

Muscatine, IA  

dave.jones.kentww@gmail.com 

Keith Wunder, Treasurer 
West Des Moines, IA  

keithwunder72@gmail.com 

John Miller, Past President 
Dubuque, Iowa  

dbqflyfisher@mchsi.com 
 

Kirk Rosenow, Director  
Waukee, IA  

kcrosenow@gmail.com 

Kate Lodge, Director 
Geneseo, Illinois  

katelodge25@gmail.com 

Rob Kundert, Director 
Dubuque, IA  

robbiek244@gmail.com 

Martin Acerbo, Director 
Des Moines, IA 

macerbo@iastate.edu 
 

Dale Tayloe, Director 
Cedar Falls, IA 

tayloedb@gmail.com 
 

 Conservation Chair -  vacant 
 

Ronda Long 
Work Day Coordinator 

Ollie, IA 
rondalong67@yahoo.com 

 
Don Otto, HFFA Flyline Editor 

Knoxville, IA 
hawkeyeflyfisher@gmail.com 
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_____________________________ 

TROUT UNLIMITED 

NORTH BEAR CHAPTER 

Meetings held second Thursday 

of month 

 September – May, Starting at 

6:30 pm. 

The Tavern Pizza & Pasta Grill 

1755 50th St.  

West Des Moines, IA 

Website: tu-northbear.org 

Jay Leach - President 

president@tu-northbear.org 

_________________________ 

TROUT UNLIMITED 

 DRIFTLESS CHAPTER  

 Meets the first Thursday of the 

month October through May @ 

7:00 pm in the basement of 

 T-Bocks Sports Bar and Grill,  

206 Water St. Decorah  

www.iadriftless.org 

_________________________ 

Iowa Women Fly Fishers 

Join us for good fishing  

and good company . 

https://www.facebook.com/

groups/170891783425206  

katelodge25@gmail.com 

willacamp@gmail.com 

________________________ 

Trout Unlimited 

Spring Creeks Chapter 

3rd Thursday September - May 

Location To Be Announced 

Ray Thys – President 

Check Their Facebook  

www.facebook.com/springcreekstu 

———————————— 

Iowa’s Coldwater  

Conservancy 

Tom Murray 

jandtmurray@gmail.com 

________________________ 

______________________________________    
Project Healing Waters 

 Fly Fishing 

Meets 1st & 3rd Tuesday of Month 
7 to 9 pm 

Paralyzed Veterans of America  
 Iowa Chapter 

 7025 Hickman Road Ste #1  
Urbandale, IA 

Contact: Dale Sanders 
 iaflyfisher@outlook.com 

____________________________ 
Quad Cities Chapter 

Meets  3rd Thursday Every Month 
 6:00 pm to 8+ 

Riverdale Town Hall 
310 Manor Dr. 
Riverdale, Iowa 

Contact: John Channon  
jc.channon@mchsi.com 

____________________________ 
Dubuque Fly Fishers 

Meets 2nd Monday 6:00 pm  
September to May 

Swiss Valley Nature Center 
13606 Swiss Valley Rd., Dubuque, 

IA 
Contact: Gary Kruse 

garykruse97@gmail.com 
facebook.com/dubuqueflyfishers 

____________________________ 
 

Central Iowa Fly Fishers 

Meets 3rd Saturday 9:00 am  
September to May 

Our Lady’s Immaculate Heart 
Church 

510 East 1st St., Ankeny, IA 
Contact: Kirk Rosenow 
 kcrosenow@gmail.com 

____________________________ 
 

Iowa City Contact 

Contact: Ryan Maas 
maas_ryan@yahoo.com 

____________________________ 
 

Cedar Rapids Contact 

Contact: Lance Zook 
l.a.zook@mchsi.com 

____________________________ 

 
 

Contacts & Meetings 

mailto:president@tu-northbear.org
http://www.iadriftless.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/170891783425206
https://www.facebook.com/groups/170891783425206
http://www.facebook.com/springcreekstu
mailto:iaflyfisher@q.com
mailto:maas_ryan@yahoo.com
mailto:l.a.zook@mchsi.com
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Event Calendar 
December 2024 
 
January 2025 
 
February 2025 
 
February  21- 23 

HFFA Annual Fly Fishing Show 
Hyatt Regency Coralville 

300 E. 9th Coralville, IA 52241 
Information at 

Hawkeyeflyfishing.com 
 
February  21 - 23 

Mid-Iowa Bass Masters 
Swap Meet & Boat Show 

4-H Building State Fairgrounds 
Des Moines, IA 

www.midiowabassmasters.com 
 

March 2025 
 

March 8 
Fly Fishing Film Tour 

10 am to 2 pm 
Varsity Cinema, Des Moines 

North Bear TU 
jjleach27@gmail.com 

 
March 21 - 23 

Great Waters Fly Fishing Expo 
Hamline University 

St. Paul, MN 
info@greatwatersflyexpo.com 

 
March 29 

Fly Tyers Rendezvous 
Spring Creeks TU 

Eagles Club, Monticello, IA 
Facebook.com/springcreekstu 

 
March 27 - 29 

Sowbug Roundup 
North Arkansas Fly Fishers 

Mountain Home, AR 
www.sowbugroundup.org 

 

March ? 
Cornhusker Fly Fishers Spring Fling 

tlgoodwater@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 

April 2025 
 

 
May 2025 
 
May ? 

HFFA Bluegill Outing 
Lake Wapello 
Drakesville, IA 
Ronda Long 

rondalong67@yahool.com 
 
June 2025 

 
Wisconsin Women’s Fly Fishing Clinics 

June  ? Intermediate 
June  ? Beginner 

Need to preregister! 
Avalanche, WI 

Wisconsinwomenflyfishing@gmail.com 
 

July 2025 
 
August 2025 
 
September 2025 
 
September 6 

Brule River Spey Day 
Lake Superior Steelhead Assn. 

Brule river@ McNeil House 
Brule, WI 

www.steelheaders.org 
 

September ? 
Iowa Driftless Classic  

Trout Fishing tournament 
Decorah Fish Hatchery 

8 am to 4 pm 
www.iowadriftlessclassic.com 

September ? 
HFFA/IDNR Work Day 

Manchester Fish Hatchery 
8 am to 12 noon 

Ronda Long 
ronda67@yahoo.com 

 
September  18 - 20 

Northern Rodmakers Gathering 
8th Annual 

West Fork Sports Club 
Avalanche, Wisconsin 

northernrodmakers.com 
 

September 26 - 27 
Fly Fishers International Fly Fest 

Grand Rapids, Michigan 
flyfishersinternational.org 

 
October 2025 
 
October ? 

2025 Driftless Flyathon 
Decorah, Iowa 

flyathon@driftlessonthefly.com 
runingrivers.org 

May 3rd  Signup Limited 
 

 
October  ? 

2025 Casting for Recovery 
Camp Ewalu’s Stone Retreat Center 

Strawberry Point, IA 52076 
Must Register  

norrisl@ihaonline.org 
 

 
October 6 - 12 
FFI - Women Connect 2025 Rendezvous 

Whalen, MN 
Registration on line March 20245 

 
November 2025 

The Flyline is the official publication of the Hawkeye Fly Fishing As-
sociation. It is published in April, June, September, and December.  
The HFFA is a chapter of the Fly Fishers International.  
Articles may be submitted as MS Word or as a text file. Typed, 
printed or clearly handwritten documents are also accepted.   Photos 
can be submitted digitally. Send original jpeg.  Deadline is one month 
before publication. 
Send all materials to: 

Don Otto, The Flyline Editor 
hawkeyeflyfisher@gmail.com 

641-230-1468 
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HFFA Business Report 
HFFA Board Meeting Minutes 

Otober 19, 2024 
Manchester Fish Hatchery 

 
Meeting called to order by President Davis Horton at 12:00 PM 

Attendees: Davis Horton, Ron Stahlberg, John Miller, Dave Jones, Kate Lodge, Rob Kundert, Martin Acerbo, Kirk 

Rosenow, Keith Wunder and Dale Tayloe 

 Welcome from Davis Horton 

 A motion was made and unanimously approved to accept minutes from the last board meeting 

 Keith Wunder, Treasurer reported the current bank balance, deer tag receipts, and the year to date 2025 show ex-
penses.  A motion was made and unanimously approved to accept the financial report. 

 2025 Show Report 
o Dave Jones introduced the show committee; co-chairs Dave Jones & Rob Kundert, registration coordinator 

Ronda Long, vendor/exhibitor coordinator John Miller, raffle & silent auction coordinator Kate Lodge, fly 
tyer coordinator Patrick Burns and set up coordinator John Channon.  The 2025 HFFA Show will be held 
February 21-23, 2025. The committee reported that the venue and pricing commitment have been made 
with the Hyatt Regency in Coralville. Keynote and regional speakers are arranged. Meal options and pricing 
for the business lunch and banquet were discussed. Status updates were provided for the vendors, fly 
tyers, raffles and auctions. 

 Reviewed officer and director slate to be considered at the February 2025 annual business meeting. 
o President – Kirk Rosenow 
o Past President – Davis Horton 

o Secretary – Dale Tayloe 
o Treasurer – Ronda Long 

o Vice President – Ron Stahlberg 

o Dubuque representative – Patrick Burns or John Miller 

o Quad City representative – open 
o At large 1 – open 
o At large 2 – Rob Kundert 

 Funding request for Burr Oak Creek stream land acquisition  
o Verbal funding request of $1,000 was received from Cameron Acker, Trout Unlimited Iowa Driftless Out-

reach Coordinator, to assist with the land acquisition cost for Burr Oak Creek trout stream. The board sup-
ported the request but delayed a vote until a funding request form had been completed and submitted. 

 Bloody Run funding request of $1,000 for water testing supplies was discuss at length. While the board under-
stands the need for water testing, an indirect association by funding a group who may potentially bring suit against 
the DNR could jeopardize HFFA’s relationship with the DNR, posing a risk to future stream project cooperation and 
deer tag revenue as a major source of funding. After further discussion, the motion to fund the water testing sup-
plies was denied.  

 A motion to adjourn the meeting was unanimously approved at 1:30 PM 

 Meeting minutes submitted by Dave Jones, October 29, 2024 
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HFFA Annual Meeting & Show 

2025 FLY FISHING SHOW 

February 21-23, 2025 

Hyatt Regency Hotel 

300 E. 9th Street 

Coralville, IA 

Show Highlights                                 
 Nationally and regionally renowned 

fly fishing speakers  

 Featured Fly Tyers 

 Vendors and Exhibitors 

 Business Meeting 

 Banquet 

 Raffles and Auctions 

 Photo & Essay Contest 

Scan the QR Code for Show Details  

Below left is artwork by Dave Whitlock.  On the right is the  fly for the lighted 
box fly.  Jeff Moore and Lance Zook combine their skills to create the lighted 

box fly. These items will be on the live auction at the banquet. 
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HFFA Annual Meeting & Show 
2025 HFFA Annual Meeting & Show Information 

1.   Speakers: Nationally recognized experts George Daniel and Charlie Craven headline the event. Regional 

experts John Van Vliet, Mike Pierce, Dale Tayloe, Dre Fornasiero, along with Trout Unlimited’s Cameron Aker 

and a representative from Iowa DNR provide a broad range of presentations. Find speaker bios and their top-

ics on the following pages. 

 
2.   Registration: Go to the HFFA website (hawkeyeflyfishing.com) to register and pay with your credit or debit 
card (no need for a PayPal account ). Your successful registration will be confirmed by email. Any problems 
with your online registration, contact Don Otto at hawkeyeflyfisher@gmail.com or Ronda Long at ron-
dalong67@yahoo.com. 
 
3.   Fly Tying: A separate fly tying room allows you to meet, chat and tie with some of the best fly tyers in the 
Midwest, including renowned fly tyer Charlie Craven.  Interested fly tyers, contact Patrick Burns at patrick-
burns14@gmail.com. 

4.   Vendors: See some of the latest products, services and other information in our Vendors and Exhibitors 
room. Interested vendors and exhibitors, contact John Miller at dbqflyfisher@mchsi.com. 

5.   Raffles and auctions: The show includes a grand prize rod raffle, bucket raffles, silent and live auction. Do-
nate items for the raffles or auction by contacting Kate Lodge at katelodge25@gmail.com 

6.   Business Meeting: The annual business meeting is at noon on Saturday. Join us for lunch by purchasing 

one of three meal choices for $20 when you register online. Meals cannot be purchased that day. 

7.   Banquet: Saturday evening’s banquet includes a fine meal, fellowship, awards, a live auction, and a pro-

gram by George Daniel. Choose one of three dinner options for $35 when you register online. Like the lunch, 

the banquet dinner has to be purchased online during registration. To keep prices low, both the banquet and 

lunch meals are being offered at a reduced rate by a sponsor. 

8.   Hotel Reservations: Reserve a room for the discounted rate of $129 per night, including parking. The dis-

counted rate is available until January 31, 2025. Call 402-501-8383 to make reservations and use code G-HFF2 

to receive the discounted rate of $129. 

9.   Photo & Essay Contest: See rules on page 9.  Contact Don Otto at hawkeyeflyfisher@gmail.com 

Show questions can be directed to co-chairs Dave Jones at dave.jones.kentww@gmail.com or Rob Kundert at 
robbiek244@gmail.com. More detailed show information is available in the Events section of the HFFA web-
site at hawkeyeflyfishing.com 

mailto:rondalong67@yahoo.com
mailto:rondalong67@yahoo.com
mailto:patrickburns14@gmail.com
mailto:patrickburns14@gmail.com
mailto:dbqflyfisher@mchsi.com
mailto:katelodge25@gmail.com
mailto:dave.jones.kentww@gmail.com
mailto:robbiek244@gmail.com
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HFFA Annual Meeting & Show Speakers 
George Daniel was six when he tried fly fishing on the native brook trout stream near 
his home village in Potter County, Pennsylvania. The stretch of stream was desig-
nated a “kids only section,” which gave him the freedom to practice…a lot. Self-
taught for a good part of a decade, at fourteen his family moved to central Pennsyl-
vania. At a local fly shop, he connected with the man he considers his fly fishing idol, 
Joe Humphreys. Taking George under his wing, Humphreys began mentoring him, 
creating a foundation that would lead to more formalized instruction. At 16, Hum-
phreys expanded his education into all levels, from the basic cast to advanced 
nymphing casts. To this day, George credits Humphreys for the bulk of his knowledge 
while acknowledging the many national and international fly fishing professionals 
who have contributed to his knowledge and experience. 
George went on to qualify for Fly Fishing Team USA in Bend, Oregon. He competed in 
five World Fly Fishing Championships and coached both the US Youth Team and Fly 

Fishing Team USA in four World Championships.  The experience allowed him to travel the globe and learn from many 
of the best anglers in the world. A two-time US National Fly Fishing Champion, ranking as high as 5th in the world, 
George continued to win or achieve respectable finishes in other fly fishing competitions. 
But his true passion is fly fishing education. Appearing at clubs and fly fishing shows around the country, George con-
ducts lectures and seminars while still logging more than 280 days a year on waters near and far. George is currently 
the director/lead instructor for the Pennsylvania State University Fly Fishing Program. 

After mysteriously losing all of his dad’s lures in a single day, Charlie Craven was 
gifted a fly tying kit by his parents for his eighth birthday. He’s tied flies pretty much 
every day for the forty years since then and has figured out a few things pertaining 
to fur, feathers, and fish along the way. At this point, it’s becoming well known that 
he’s opinionated, outspoken and sometimes brash when it comes to flies and tech-
niques but his passion lies in sharing the skills he’s developed. 
Over the years, Charlie has been a prolific commercial fly tyer and, for a time, a 
pretty mediocre fishing guide, due to his insistence on liverwurst and onion lunch 
sandwiches instead of grilled prawns like all the other sissy guides. 
He’s been an Umpqua Feather Merchants Signature Tyer for over 18 years with sev-
eral fly box mainstays like the Juju Baetis, Two Bit Hooker and Baby Gonga among his 

over two dozen commercially available patterns. All this experience finally culminated in 2004 with the opening of his 
own fly shop, Charlie’s Fly Box, in Arvada, Colorado, where he is the head bookkeeper, order taker and fry cook in addi-
tion to president and CEO. He’s written three books, Charlie Craven’s Basic Fly Tying, Charlie’s Fly Box and Tying 
Nymphs with plans for several more when he gets around to them. 
After beating Ross Purnell in a prolonged and brutal arm wrestling match, he became the Fly Tyer’s Bench columnist 
for Fly Fisherman Magazine and still maintains this title to this day. He was recently named to that magazine’s 50 Most 
Influential People in Fly Fishing, and it is thought that his number 45 ranking was specifically chosen to keep his head 
from growing any larger. 
Charlie lives in the hills of Palmer Lake, Colorado with his lucky, patient and loving wife, Lisa, their two gigantic dogs 
and somewhere between three and six young adult children. He still likes quiet time, the Parachute Adams, Colorado 
whiskey and dry-dropper fishing from a boat. His favorite number is five and his favorite color is red and he doesn’t 
care what yours are. “It’s not simply enough that a fly catches fish, it has to do all that’s asked of it, well….and style 

matters”  

Regional Presenters: John Van Vliet - Two presentations, with one relating to his book, Trout Fishing in Northeast Iowa, 
Cameron Acker - Tout Unlimited Projects in Iowa, Iowa DNR Update, Dre Fornasiero - Tenkara Rod Fishing, Mike Pierce 
- Fly Fishing for Pan Fish, Dale Tayloe - Bamboo Rod Building & Davis Horton - Fly Fishing for Smallmouth Bass in Iowa 
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HFFA Annual Meeting & Show 
Photo Contest Rules  

1. All entries must be 8 x 10 prints.  
2. Subject matter must clearly relate to some aspect of fly fishing and its environs. Only HFFA members may 
enter the contest. 
3. All submissions become the property of the HFFA, and may be used for any purpose deemed appropriate 
by the Board of Directors. 
4. Judging will be by popular vote of the membership in attendance on Saturday of the Annual Meeting.  Each 
member will receive one ballot to vote for his or her favorite photo.  The photo with the most ballots wins.  
Second and third place prizes will also be awarded.  Prizes will be gift certificates:  $100 for first, $75 for sec-
ond and $50 for third.  
5. In the event of a tie, the winner will be drawn at random from the entries that were tied (e.g., if entry #1 and 
entry #2 tied for 2nd place, a drawing is held and the entry that is drawn gets 2nd place and the other would 
get 3rd place). 
6. Winners will be announced during the Annual Meeting Banquet. 
7. There is no limit to the number of entries, but each person may only win once (e.g., if Jane Roe submits 2 
photos and each would have won a prize, the higher prize will be awarded to Jane and the lower prize will go 
to the photo that had the next highest number of votes). 
8. Photos received before February 10, 2025, will be assured of having a frame for display.  Depending on 
the number of entries, photos received after that date might not get framed. 
9. If the source of the photo is digital, an email with the source file is preferred & greatly appreciated. 
10. Send photos to the address listed below. 
 

Essay Contest Rules 
1.  Entries must not exceed 2,000 words in length. Shorter essays are welcomed.  
2. Subject matter must clearly relate to some aspect of fly fishing and its environs. Only HFFA members may 
enter the contest. 
3. All submissions become the property of the HFFA and may be used for any purpose deemed appropriate 
by the Board of Directors. 
4. Judging will be by popular vote of the membership in attendance Saturday at the Annual Meeting. Each 
member will receive one ballot to vote for his or her favorite essay.  The essay with the most ballots wins.  
Second and third place prizes will also be awarded.  Prizes will be gift certificates:  $100 for first, $75 for sec-
ond and $50 for third.  
5. In the event of a tie, the winner will be drawn at random from the entries that were tied (e.g.,. if entry #1 
and entry #2 tied for 2nd place, a drawing is held and the entry that is drawn gets 2nd place and the other 
would get 3rd place). 
6. Winners will be announced at the Annual Meeting Banquet. 
7.There is no limit to the number of entries, but each person may only win once (e.g., if John Brown submits 2 
essays and each would have won a prize, the higher prize will be awarded to John and the lower prize will go 
to the essay that had the next highest number of votes) 
8. If the essay is available as a digital text document, an email with the source file is greatly appreciated. 
9. To give due consideration, essay submissions must be sent by email or US Mail no later than February 10, 
2025 
10. Send essays (electronic copies encouraged) to: 
 
HFFA PHOTO & ESSAY CONTESTS 
Don Otto 
730 Lucas St.. 
Knoxville, Iowa 50138 
Or send via email to: hawkeyeflyfisher@gmail.com 
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HFFA Members Helping 

  
 Iowa's 11th annual Casting for Recovery retreat was held over a long weekend, culminating on Sunday, October 6th. Partici-
pants spent most of their time with volunteers at Ewalu Stone Retreat Center, Strawberry Point, Iowa, learning such things as tying 
knots, fly casting skills, and about the trout's diet in the stream environment. 
  On Sunday, each lady was paired up with a volunteer river guide, enjoying guided fly fishing for up to 1/2 day at Backbone 
State Park or the Maquoketa River. All participants and volunteers then returned to the center for lunch and a fun program. Each par-
ticipant had the opportunity to speak about their river helper and their experience together on the water. 
  Casting for Recovery (CFR), is a national organization whose mission is to "enhance the lives of women with breast cancer 
by connecting them to each other and nature through the therapeutic sport of fly fishing."  The retreat is available to women who have 
or who have had breast cancer and is available at no cost to them. Volunteers include medical and psychosocial professionals as well 
as fly fishing instructors. 
 Iowa CFR 2024 River Guides: Martin Acerbo, Jason Hochstetler, Lisa Davis, Mike Jacobs, Ronda Long, David Kleme, Kate 
Lodge, Geri Meyer, Jody Milar, Jonathan Schmidt, Randy Schaffer, Ron Stahlberg, Ray Thys, and Lance Zook  (Lisa, Mike and Ron 
have been guides all 11 years!!!) 
 Photo above left is the group photo for 2024 and  on the right is Mike Jacobs and a participant with a nice trout. 

Photos and Text by Mick and Lisa McVey 

 September 28th was a great workday for Iowa Hawkeye Fly Fishing Association. We cleaned up at Spring Branch, and I 
mean we cleaned up! We also trimmed the walking trail on back side. Thanks to the Volunteers and to Dan Kirby, Manager of Man-
chester Fishery. An extra special thank you to the land owner who gave us t-shirts. We appreciate the land owners who let us fish!!   
Volunteers included: Martin Acerbo, Kate Lodge, Rob Kundert, Joe Connelly, and the Land Owner.  Photo above left shows Martin 
giving it his all and photo above right is the crew taking a break.  Photos and text by Ronda Long. 
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Beg, Borrow, or Steal  aka Classifieds 

__________________________________ 

 FOR SALE 

Quality hand-crafted trout nets made by an 

HFFA member.  Nets range in length from 

21” - 29” and are available in various woods 

and hoop configurations.  Contact me di-

rectly or visit my shop at Etsy.com 

(HoskinsNets).  

Tom Hoskins 

1519 14th St. 

Bettendorf, IA 52722 

563-370-6404 

HoskinsNets@gmail.com  

___________________________________ 

GP Lawrence Rods 

Handcrafted Split Bamboo Fly Rods  

by HFFA member, Dave Kemp 

563-590-8622  davemikek@aol.com 

Will custom make per your preferences 

Located in the Dubuque area 

___________________________________ 

 

For Sale 
Tony Bever, Life Member 

Dental Cabinet 
Great Storage for Flys and Materials 

Bever123456@msn.com 
Marion, Iowa 

___________________________________ 

 

 

 

___________________________________

_ 

Quality Fly Tying Materials 

Featuring Mustad, Tiemco and Umpqua U 

Series hooks. Whiting necks and saddles. 

Vises from  Anvil, Griffin, and HMH. All Wapsi, 

Umpqua, Hareline, Dr. Slick, and Rumpf prod-

ucts available.  

Excellent service! Don¹t forget my free fly tying 

classes in Cedar Rapids held  January and 

February. 

Mike Jacobs 

Hawkeye Fly Tyer 

117  E. First St. 

Monticello, IA 52310 

319-465-4704 

Bus. 319-465-5574 

Online Catalog: 

http://sites.google.com/site/hawkeyeflytyer 

____________________________________ 

Looking for All the Good Stuff?  
Well look no further! We carry a complete line 
of fly tying materials, tools, flies and fly fishing 
tackle from some of the best names in the in-
dustry. We stock all of your favorites from Re-
gal, Dyna King, Wapsi, Nature’s Spirit, 
Hareline, Hardy, TFO, RIO, Cortland, Daiichi, 
Whiting, Metz, Fishpond, Mustad, plus many 
unique and innovative materials. Sign up for 
our free e-newsletter and take 10% off your 
first order, recommend a friend and get free 
shipping. 

 Badger Creek Fly Tying  
Contact us at:  607-347-4946,   

www.eflytyer.com or mike@eflytyer.com 
____________________________________ 

_____________________________ 
Sportsmen Motel 

2753 Hwy 76 
Dorchester, IA 52140 

Book On Line 
sportsmenmotel.sirvoy.me 

319-404-2565 
_______________________________ 

 
Front 20 Outfitters.LLC 
Guided Trips & Fly Shop 

Perham, Minnesota 
Doug & Roxanne Harthan 

218-640-3163 cell 
www.front20outfitters.com 

 
_______________________________ 

 
Shallow Water Angling 

Fly Fishing Guide Service 
Ames, Iowa 
Ash Burton 

515-598-6150 
www.shallowwateranglingiowa.com 

 
______________________________ 

 
Andy’s Armory and Adventure 

Fly Fishing Supplies 
1316 6th St. 

Nevada, Iowa 50201 
Andy Frey 

515-361-2160 
www.andysaa.com 

______________________________ 

http://www.eflytyer.com
mailto:mike@eflytyer.com
http://www.eflytyer.com

