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Fish of a Lifetime, 20-1/4” River Smallmouth 
Bryant Otto, Conway, AR one of HFFA’s newest Life members 

With Nate Sipple of Tightlines Fly Fishing Company, DePere, WI 
Photo by Don Otto 
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The President’s Hatch 
 The 2023 show is looking 

like it could be a really fine show.  The facil-

ity, being the FFA building on the DMAC 

campus, is really large and offers many 

options that we have never had in the past.  

I’m most excited about having a casting 

area within the facility.  I’m also excited 

about the possibility of seeing many of the 

HFFA members that I have been missing 

for the past “Covid” three years.  Nothing 

better than spending time with a group of 

“like minded” conservationists.   

My philosophy has always been 

that everyone should give something back 

to organizations or causes that they believe 

in.  For some, that means donating money 

to organizations.  For others, that means 

donating time and effort toward the causes 

that they believe in.  And, for another 

group, that means donating time and 

money. 

That said, we are always looking 

for new people in the HFFA organization.  

Right now, we have a volunteer for the po-

sition of “Board Member At-Large,” but still 

need someone to be the Work Day Coordi-

nator.  I’ve seen many positive comments 

lately about how impressed they are with 

HFFA.  That gives me new enthusiasm to 

keep things moving in the direction that 

they are going.   

The board voted to contribute 

another $2,000.00 toward the Casey 

Springs project making our total contribu-

tion $6,000.00 towards that project.  There 

are a number of projects on the wish list, 

including more work on North Bear.  I’m 

looking forward to having the HFFA be a 

working partner in this and several other 

projects. 

Charlotte, our quasi-mascot, has 

been in hiding throughout most of the 

“Covid” years.  She did go on a road trip to 

the Ada Hayden Heritage Park where we 

received donations for the upcoming 

HFFA show.  She wasn’t too happy to 

share the ride with our three dogs (now 

two).  She has been wanting to get out 

with me on my new kayak, but that oppor-

tunity hasn’t presented itself yet.  She is 

now sitting on the stern of the kayak in a 

pleading stance.  Have to feel for her. 

From all reports; its “Hoppertunity 

Time,” so get out there and try some ter-

restrials. 

 

See you all at the show. 

 

 

 John 

John Carl Miller 

Help Support  
Port-a-Potties at N&S Bear Creeks 

Go Fund Me 
https://www.gofundme.com/port-a-potty  

Jim Black & Charlotte 
Show Donations 



 

 

2021 Board of Directors 

John Miller, President 

1890 Wood St. 
Dubuque, IA 52001 

dbqflyfisher@mchsi.com 

 
Ron Stahlberg, Vice President 

1412 Pine Ridge Lane NE 

Swisher, IA 52338 

flyfish@southslope.net 
 

Dave Jones, Secretary 

2672 Becky Thatcher Rd. 

Muscatine, IA 52761 

dave.jones@kentww.com 

Brad Mullin, Treasurer 
P.O. Box 8145  

Cedar Rapids, IA 52408 
mullinb1427@yahoo.com 

Kate Lodge, Past President 
209 S. Vail 

Genesco, IL 61254 
katelodge25@gmail.com 

 
Willa Campbell, Director  

7701 Goodman Dr. 
Urbandale, IA 53022 

willacamp@gmail.com 

John Channon, Director 
582 Belmont Rd.  

Riverdale, IA 52722 
jc.channon@mchsi.com 

Mike Stallsmith, Director 
6520 Kingsley Ct. 

Dubuque, IA 52001 
decoydux@gmail.com 

Martin Acerbo, Director 
3114 34th Place 

Des Moines, IA 50310 
macerbo@iastate.edu 

 
CR/IC, Director 

Vacant 
 
 

Davis Horton, Conservation Chair 
dhorton@hardincountyia.gov 

515-577-6619 
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_______________________________ 

TROUT UNLIMITED 

NORTH BEAR CHAPTER 

Meetings held second Thursday 

of month 

 September – May, Starting at 

6:30 pm. 

The Tavern Pizza & Pasta Grill 

1755 50th St.  

West Des Moines, IA 

Website: tu-northbear.org 

David Klemme - President 

president@tu-northbear.org 

_________________________ 

TROUT UNLIMITED 

 DRIFTLESS CHAPTER  

 Meets the first Thursday of the 

month October through May @ 

7:00 pm in the basement of 

 T-Bocks Sports Bar and Grill,  

206 Water St. Decorah  

www.iadriftless.org 

_________________________ 

Iowa Women Fly Fishers 

Beginner or Skilled 

Meet other Women Fly Fishers 

Des Moines or North Liberty 

katelodge25@gmail.com 

willacamp@gmail.com 

________________________ 

 

Trout Unlimited 

Spring Creeks Chapter 

Ray Thys – President 

Check Their Facebook  

www.facebook.com/springcreekstu 

———————————— 

Iowa’s Coldwater  

Conservancy 

Tom Murray 

jandtmurray@gmail.com 

 

______________________________________    
Project Healing Waters 

 Fly Fishing 
Meets 1st & 3rd Tuesday of Month 

7 to 9 pm 
Paralyzed Veterans of America  

 Iowa Chapter 
 7025 Hickman Road Ste #1  

Urbandale, IA 
Contact: Dale Sanders 

 iaflyfisher@outlook.com 
____________________________ 

Quad Cities Chapter 
Meets  3rd Thursday Every Month 

 6:00 pm to 8+ 
QCCA Expo Center 

2621 4th Ave. Rock Island 
Contact: John Channon  
jc.channon@mchsi.com 

____________________________ 
Dubuque Fly Fishers 

Meets 2nd & 4th Monday 7:00 pm 
September to May 

Swiss Valley Nature Center 
13606 Swiss Valley Rd., Dubuque, 

IA 
Contact: Gary Woerdehoff 

garyruth15@gmail.com 
facebook.com/dubuqueflyfishers 

____________________________ 
 

Central Iowa Fly Fishers 
Meets 3rd Saturday 9:00 am  

September to May 
Our Lady’s Immaculate Heart 

Church 
510 East 1st St., Ankeny, IA 

Contact: Kirk Rosenow 
 kcrosenow@gmail.com 

____________________________ 
 

Iowa City Contact 
Contact: Ryan Maas 

maas_ryan@yahoo.com 
____________________________ 

 
 

Cedar Rapids Contact 
Contact: Lance Zook 
l.a.zook@mchsi.com 

____________________________ 
 

Contacts & Meetings 

mailto:president@tu-northbear.org
http://www.iadriftless.org
http://www.facebook.com/springcreekstu
mailto:iaflyfisher@q.com
mailto:maas_ryan@yahoo.com
mailto:l.a.zook@mchsi.com
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Event Calendar 
 

September 2022 
 
September 10 

Dubuque Heritage Classic Youth Day 
Dubuque Pheasants Forever 

Isaac Walton League, Peosta, IA 
Dubuque Fly Fishers to Demonstrate skills 

Free 
Must preregister! 
Bob Moldenhauer 

prepmoldy@yahoo.com 
 

September  10 
8th Annual Brule River Spey Day 

Lake Superior Steelhead Assn 
Brule River @McNeil House, Brule, WI 

www.steelheaders.org 
 

September  23 - 25 
HFFA Trout Outing 

Upper Iowa Resort & Rental Campground 
578 Lonnings Dr. 

Dorchester, Iowa 52140 
Dan Peterson 

dpeterson578@gmail.com 
 
 

September 29 - October 1 
FFI Southern Council Conclave 

Baxter County Fairgrounds 
Mountain Home, AR 
Ffisoc.org/conclave 

 
September 30 -  October 2 

2022 Casting for Recovery IA 
Camp Ewalu’s Stone Retreat 
Strawberry Point, IA 52076 

Applications after January 2022 
jknorris57@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
October 2022 
 
October 1 

6th Annual Driftless Flyathon 
Yellow River State Forest 

Limited Registration April 16th 
flyathon@driftlessonthefly.com 

 
October 1 

Driftless TU Fundraiser 
Winneshiek County Fair Grounds 

900 East Main 
Decorah, Iowa 

12 - 4PM 
October ? 

Driftless TU Work Day 
9:00 AM to noon 

1280 Quandahl Rd 
1 mile East of Highlandville 

Steve Perry 
641-583-1604 

 
November 2022 
 
November  4 - 6 

FFI Fly Fishing  Virtual Expo 
www.flyfishersinternational.org 

 
December 2022 
 
January 2023 
 
January ? 

Southern Wisconsin TU Icebreaker 
American Family Insurance 

Madison, WI 
www.swtu.org 

February 2023 
 
February ? 

Badger Fly Fishers 
Fly Fishing Spring Opener 
American Family Insurance 

Madison, WI 
www.badgerflyfishers.com 

 

February ? 
Wisconsin TU Council Banquet 

Oshkosh, WI 
Scott Allen 

jscottallen12@gmail.com 
 
March 2023 
 
March  10 - 12 

HFFA Annual Meeting & Show 
FFA Enrichment Center 

1055 SW Prairie Trail Parkway 
Ankeny, IA 50023 

Kirk Rosenow 
kirkrosenow@gmail.com 

Willa Campbell 
willacamp@gmail.com 

 
March 17 - 19 

Great Waters Fly Fishing Expo 
Hamline University 

St. Paul, MN 
info@greatwatersflyexpo.com 

 
March 23 - 25 

Sowbug Roundup 2023 
Baxter County Fairgrounds 

Mountain Home, AR 
www.sowbugroundup.org 

 
April 2023 
April ? 

Driftless TU Work Day 
9:00 AM to noon 

1280 Quandahl Rd 
1 mile East of Highlandville 

Steve Perry 
641-583-1604 

May 2023 
May 10 - 12 

HFFA Bluegill Outing 
Lake Wapello 
Drakesville, IA 
Dan Peterson 

dpeterson578@gmail.com 
 
June 2023 

 
 
 
The Flyline is the official publication of the Hawkeye Fly Fishing 
Association. It is published in April, June, September, and Decem-
ber.  The HFFA is a chapter of the Fly Fishers International.  
Articles may be submitted as MS Word or as a text file. Typed, 
printed or clearly handwritten documents are also accepted.   Pho-
tos can be submitted digitally. Send original jpeg.  Deadline is one 
month before publication. 
Send all materials to: 

Don Otto, The Flyline Editor 
hawkeyeflyfisher@gmail.com 

641-230-1468 
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HFFA Business Report 

 
Minutes of HFFA Board of Directors Meeting 

August 6, 2022  
Swiss Valley Nature Center   

 
Meeting called to order by President John Miller at 10:15 AM 
 
Attendees: John Miller, Ron Stahlberg, Martin Acerbo, Kate Lodge, Willa Campbell, Mike Stallsmith, Mike Schrader, Don Otto and 
Dave Jones 
 
1. Welcome from John Miller 
 
2. Approval of minutes: Minutes from March board meeting accepted by unanimous approval. 
 
3. Financial Report: Brad Mullin reported that the current checking account balance is $52,130.34. 
 
4. Website Update from Don Otto: 
 a. Website soft launch has been completed and initial errors have been corrected.  
 b. Website membership processing for new or existing members is now active. Membership payments will be processed thru 
 PayPal or credit card. Members will receive immediate application confirmation. Brad & Don will receive update on each      
 renewal or new membership application and payment. 
 c. $20 annual membership or $300 lifetime membership. 
 d. Don Otto is waiting for show information to post to the website. 
 e. Don Otto will post future event content on the website. 
 f. Annual website support cost has been authorized at $600. 
 g. Future membership applications will be processed on website only after December newsletter. 
 h. Ron Stahlberg agreed to send personal letters via email to those individuals with lapsed membership asking them to     
 consider renewing their club membership 
 
5. 2023 Show Update from Willa Campbell, Martin Acerbo, & Mike Schrader: 
 a. 3 day show format with banquet  
 b. Friday night - family focus 
 c. Saturday - regular show format 
 d. Still working on speakers; one warm water & one coldwater 
 
6. Membership Committee Report: Ron Stahlberg proposed that we consider an incentive to attract new members.  
 
7. Elections: John Miller led a discussion regarding elections of officers 
 a. Kate Lodge is willing to serve as next QC director replacing John Channon. 
 b. Still looking for At Large director. 
 c. Mike Stallsmith willing to continue serve as Dubuque director. 
 
8. Awards: 
 a. John Miller led a discussion regarding award recipients 
 
9. Possible Conservation Projects: 
 a. Iowa Driftless TU chapter is seeking additional contributions to support Casey Springs Creek project. HFFA has already 
 contributed $4,000 to this project, but will consider additional $2,000 because matching funds are needed. Motion made and 
 unanimously approved to contribute additional $2,000 toward this project. 
 
10. Meeting Adjourned 
 
11. Submitted by Dave Jones, August 6, 2022  
 
 

Dave 
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HFFA Member Activities 

Save the Date 
HFFA Annual Meeting and Show 

March 10, 11, & 12th, 2023 
FFA Enrichment Center 

1055 SW Prairie Trail Parkway 
Ankeny, IA 50023 

Kirk Rosenow 
kirkrosenow@gmail.com 

Willa Campbell 
willacamp@gmail.com 

2022 Fall Trout Outing 
September 23,24, & 25th 

  We are going to have a fall Trout Outing this year. A good time to fish some favorite driftless water before winter arrives. We 
have done this in the past and have had some great outings. Let’s keep it going. It seems like attendance at these outings are getting 
pretty lean. Let’s get back together and enjoy some great camaraderie with fellow fly fishers and tell of the great fishing trips of the 
summer. 
 We will camp at the Upper Iowa Resort & Rental at Dorchester on the Upper Iowa River. Meals will be on your own so you 
can spend as much time fishing as you want. There will be an evening campfire at site 10 and all are welcome. 
Come spend the weekend, a day or just an evening around a campfire. 
 If you have any questions you can contact me. 

Dan Peterson 
Dpeterson578@gmail.com 

  
Upper Iowa Resort & Rental 

578 Lonnings Dr 
Upperiowaresort.com 

563-568-3263 
 

Dan 

 
Iowa State Fair HFFA Fly Fishing Demonstration 

DNR Courtyard August 11, 2022 
 HFFA sponsored a fly fishing demonstration and information presentation at the Iowa State Fair on August 11, 2022.  Kirk 
Rosenow acted as master of ceremonies.  Marty McVey used his skill as a  FFI Certified Casting Instructor  to discuss fly rods, fly 
lines, and associated equipment.  Ryan Koch used his knowledge as a fly fishing guide in Des Moines to discuss warm water fish and 
fly fishing opportunities.  Mike Schrader added his knowledge of fly tying.  I tried the best I could to cover cold water fishing in NE Iowa 
and the DNR pond stocking in the winter. 

Photos below left to right: Mike Schrader, Kirk Rosenow, Marty McVey & Ryan Koch 

Don 
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2022 Iowa State Fair 

Fly Tying Competition Results 
By Larry Murphy 

Junior Division  
Open Category 
1st Place Cruz Coorough  Red/White Popper  North Liberty 
Streamer Category 
1st Place Cruz Coorough  Bunny Leech   North Liberty 
 
Adult Division 
Dry Fly Category 
1st Place Kevin McVey  Moose Mane Mayfly  Ankeny 
2nd Place David Weesner  Griffith Gnat   Ames 
3rd Place Richard Zieger  Paraloop Adams Variant               Lamoni 
 
Wet Fly/Nymph Category 
1st Place Mark McConnell               Christmas Rib Caddis    Pella 
2nd Place David Weesner  Bead Head Prince  Ames 
3rd Place Mindi Skjordal  Tuscadero Worm                Des Moines 
 
Open Category 
1st Place David Weesner  Red Robin   Ames 
2nd Place Adam Weber  Gurgler    Des Moines 
3rd Place  Kevin McVey  Bronze Goddess                Ankeny 
 
Streamer Category 
1st Place Kevin McVey  Fighting Crawdad                 Ankeny 
2nd Place Mark McConnell               Marabou Meat Whistle   Pella 
3rd Place Adam Weber  Sculpin    Des Moines 
 
Expert Division 
Dry Fly Category 
1st Place CJ Klenske  Purple Parachute                Dubuque 
2nd Place Larry Niday  Deer Hair Caddis/CDC  Knoxville 
 
Wet Fly/Nymph Category 
1st Place CJ Klenske  Big Easy                 Dubuque 
2nd Place  Mike Jacobs  Pink Princess   Monticello  
 
Open Category 
1st Place Larry Niday  Hellgrammite   Knoxville 
2nd Place CJ Klenske  Fat Angie   Dubuque 
 
Streamer Category 
1st Place Larry Niday  Black Cat   Knoxville 
2nd Place CJ Klenske  Kreelex Minnow                Dubuque 

Judges Keith Wunder, Paul Domoto, & 
Dave Rosset on left 

 
Dave Weesner’s Red Robin on right 
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2022 HFFA Bluegill Outing 
by Dan Peterson 

  
 The Bluegill outing was held at lake Wapello this year. 11 people showed up and had a great time. The weather threatened 
to keep us from getting on the water but other than a few sprinkles before lunch it did not hamper the outing at all. By the time we 
started cooking the rain went away and we all enjoyed a nice meal together. The fishing was excellent. You could not keep the fish off 
your line. Lots of bluegill and crappie made the meal. Cheryl made her famous onion paddies, Lance and Lori brought a fruit salad, 
and Steve brought a Chinese noodle salad and caught a lot of the fish. I made Bourbon baked beans, a rhubarb crisp and a blueberry 
cobbler. It was enough to fill us all up. My 7 month old granddaughter Alice came and loved the bluegill. She even got dressed up to 
go fishing for a little bluegill with the help of Steve. I hope she will take up the sport of fly fishing in a few years. All in all we had a great 
time. I wish more people would show up for this, at one time we had 60 people at the outing, lets see what we can do to get 
people back into coming. Some of the new members need to experience this fun. 
 
 We are going to attempt to have a Trout Outing this fall Sept 23-25.. It will probably be held at the Upper Iowa Resort and 
Canoe Rental campground at Dorchester. That used to be well attended also, lets see if we can get some people to come this year. 
There is no special meal everyone just cooks their own food. But we do have the “Big Liars” contest around the evening campfire. Lets 
get back to spending some time with friends and enjoying the great fishing in NE Iowa. It's there for us to enjoy. See you then.  Watch 
for updates on the Trout Outing later in the summer. 
 

Dan 

Pictured above is Alex Peterson, Steve Anderson, John Channon and  Lori Zook 
 

Below left to right, Cheryl Channon, Alex and Alice, and a end to a wonderful day 
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Fish Tales 

  
 A Fish Story  

From the Journal of Henry David Thoreau Jan 4, 1856 
Submitted by Frank Potter 

 
 A clear, cold day. To Walden to examine the ice. 
 
 Some fishermen had, apparently by accident, left two of their lines there, which were frozen in. They had apparently, taken 
no fish for, they had no well to put them in. I cut out the lines, the ice being about an inch thick around them, and pulled up a fine yel-
low pickerel which would weigh two pounds or more. At first I thought there was none for he was tired of struggling, but soon I felt him.  
The hook had caught the outside of the jaws, and the minnow hung entire by his side. It was very cold, and he struggled for a short 
time not being able to bend and quirk his tail; in a few minutes became quite stiff as he lay on the snowy ice. The water in his eyes 
was frozen, so that he looked like he had been dead a week.   
 
 About fifteen minutes after, thinking of what I heard about fishes coming to life again after being frozen, on being put in the 
water, I thought I would try it.  This one was to appearance as he had been dead for a week. I stood him up on his tail without bending 
it. I put him into the water without removing the hook. The ice melted off, and its eyes looked bright again and after a minute or two I 
was surprised by a sudden convulsive quirk of the fish, and a minute or two later by another, and I saw that indeed it did revive, and 
drew it out again. Yet I do not believe that if it had been frozen solid through and through and thought it would be revived, but only 

when it is superficially frozen. 

Frank 

 A Memory from Dean Elder 
 Craig needed a trip. He needed to get away. 
 
 Peter Mink had invited us to fish Robinson Creek which is near his  shack in southern Wisconsin.  The shack is near Black 
River Falls and Camp McCoy. We left Waterloo in somewhat of a hurry that day, leaving Bob in charge of Craig’s place. It’s August. 
 
 Pete’s  place  is made of concrete block, has a flat roof and  only a very few small windows. So the temp is in the 90s and the 
humidity is very high. We went to a local bar for our dinner consisting of beer, and a sandwich.  Craig’s favorite, hard fried walleye, a 
brick. You don’t sleep well in an unventilated concrete building after an evening meal like that. A restless night. No sleep. 
 
 The morning was beautiful, clear blue sky with a few fluffy clouds. Robinson Creek was clear and covered by a huge caddis 
hatch. The sky  also was full of dragon flies chasing caddis. 
 
 I was busy watching  a “Jaws” like wake in the water coming for my fly.  On second look my fly was gone. Not in a trout’s jaw 
but in the mouth of a large dragon fly at about three feet of altitude.  I still cannot believe it. I’m not sure that Craig ever did or does to 
this day. 
 
 Another great day trout fishing. I would not change a thing. 

Dean 

The Killer Fly 
By Don Otto 

 I promised the guy that gave me three flies two years ago, I would write this up some day.  Since they were dry flies and I 
usually fish streamers and nymphs they rode around in my waist pack for a year.  I was fishing Otter Creek having some success with 
a hare’s ear nymph, but nothing great.  It was getting toward sundown when I worked my way back to the bridge where the car was 
parked.  I noticed there was not a path on the river-right below the bridge.  I crossed the stream below and  made my way to within 
casting distance of the pool just below the bridge.  I decided to try one of my friend’s dry flies just for fun.  It looked l ike a caddis to me.  
I really had not noticed any activity on top, but what the heck.  On the second drift a stocker sized rainbow took it and I brought it to 
hand and released it down stream.  I dried the fly off and gave it another try.  Once again on the second or third drift another stocker 
rainbow.  To shorten this tale up a little, I stood there for an hour and a half  catching fish after fish.  When upstream seem to slow, I 
would let it drift down stream, which was also successful.  Even skating the fly back toward me worked once or twice.  It was fun and I 
suspect  DNR dumped a load in, while I was downstream.  Thanks Dale T.!  See photo of the fly after the workout below. 

Don 
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Nancy’s Waders 
By Larry Niday 

   
 Nancy sat on the tailgate and looked at her new neoprene chest waders. The trip across Nebraska had been long and monotonous and 
gave me time to convince her that she needed to try wade fishing, something she really had no interest in. She loved fishing but wanted to do it 
from the top of the water, not in it. That was for the fish, not her. Her plans for the trip had been for two back-to-back days floating down the 
North Platte in a drift boat, possibly the most relaxing and carefree way to fish for trout in any environment, not hiking through sagebrush and 
splashing through the water. After convincing promises of fishing at an altitude above the snake line, or so I had been told, she reluctantly agreed 
to the waders and we had stopped at Cabela’s in Kearney Nebraska to fit her with the gear she needed for this new adventure. 
 
 The entrance to the stream was easy to miss, I passed by it the first time even though I knew it was there. It was just an opening in the 
two-strand barbed wire fence nearly obscured by the tall wheatgrass. The parted weeds gave the only indication of traces of vehicle tracks pass-
ing through the gate. I pulled in and backed the truck onto a bare pea graveled spot along the inside of the fence. We crawled out of the truck and 
looked around the area. A sagebrush covered hill rose immediately on the east side of the parking area. To the south, a wide flat valley stretched 
to the base of the rocky bluffs in the distance. The only evidence of anyone having been there in the past was a narrow gray dirt path curving 
around the base of the hill, bordered by tufts of buffalo grass scattered among the knee-high sagebrush. She pulled on the waders and the boots, 
slid off the tailgate and stared at the path with a look of doubt on her face. I started out first just in case I needed to steer her away from any po-
tential encounter. She followed closely behind, trying not to look down. In that manner, we circumvented the hill, until we were overlooking a 
riffled stream meandering through the sagebrush covered valley.  
 
 This was the lower section of a creek that flowed out of the Sierra Madres. It cut across the flat valley bottoms and under the highway 
to tumble its way through a canyon before it joined with the North Platte River. We had fished earlier that day in a shallow, wide, briskly moving 
part of the upper section. The fishing had been slow, but we were completely immersed in the kind of valley reminiscent of the dreams our fore-
fathers brought to our shores. We were wading in ankle deep gin-clear water, carpeted with sand sculpted in waves by the moving water, but 
what kept our eyes glued to the bottom and forgetting the purpose that brought us there, was the gold flecks of mica that sparkled brilliantly 
under our feet. The mountains just west of us contained a large deposit of the mineral that washed down the slopes into the waterways. The 
morning sun, shining through the moving water created a glistening golden carpet that rolled out ahead of us as we walked through the water.  
 
 Occasionally, we woke from our reverie and cast at likely looking spots along the banks. On one of Nancy’s errant casts, her fly caught in 
a tangle of willows. Being the consummate gentleman, I stepped forward to untangle it, when I saw a small snake swimming under the branches. 
I remembered what I had been told about the “snake line”. Just a little bit miffed about the misinformation, I had to think quickly before she spot-
ted it. I stepped between it and her and took my time working the fly loose, giving the little guy time to swim away into the weeds along the bank. 
I was congratulating myself on my quick thinking when she suggested that we move a few miles downstream where we would find deeper, more 
productive water. 
 
 We drove the rough, pocketed, two-track lane over a ridge about three miles to the paved road that led us to this downstream section 
of the stream. We eventually found ourselves standing in the cold water reaching to our calves. Following my usual habit of being dissatisfied with 
my first choice of fly, I stopped to change fly’s, hoping to find something the fish would like. Looking down at the fly in my hand, I was startled by 
a water snake between my feet looking up at me. It was hiding under a patch of moss on the gavel bottom with just its head reaching out of the 
water. It seemed to be engrossed in watching me while I fumbled with these strange feathers in my hand. My heart jumped at the sound of 
Nancy’s voice and looked up to see her splashing through the water towards me. I had kept her away from one earlier and couldn’t risk her seeing 
this one either. So quickly, hoping to send her off in a different direction, I pointed at a pool of slow water to her right and said, “That looks like a 
good spot”. She looked around and immediately turned and walked in that direction. But this was not good either, now she was in the lead and I 
wasn’t able to walk point. I forgot about the fly and hurried to catch up with her. Then, my worst fears came true, she stopped, suddenly, frozen 
in place. I knew the signs. She could not scream. She could not talk. She could not move. All she could do was hoarsely whisper “Larry!”.  
 
 I worked my way up to her and just asked “Where was it?”. She regained her composure enough to point her rod to the right and whis-
pered, “It swam in front of my knees and went over to that bank”. Then she found her voice and turned around to face me. With the indignation 
of someone that had been talked into something she did not want to do in the first place, she snarled “These waders are for sale!”  
 
 I knew our fishing was done for the day and we needed to find the fastest way back to the truck. I looked at the hill and the path around 
its base. The path would be farther than she wanted to walk and hiking over the top meant pushing through heavy sagebrush. In her state of 
mind, neither was a good option. Giving her the choice, I asked, “How do you want to get back?” She turned to look at the hill and didn’t look 
back as she answered, “Piggyback comes to mind”.  
 

We sold the waders. 
 

Larry 
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Beg, Borrow, or Steal  aka Classifieds 

___________________________________ 

 FOR SALE 

Quality hand-crafted trout nets made by an 

HFFA member.  Nets range in length from 

21” - 29” and are available in various woods 

and hoop configurations.  Contact me di-

rectly or visit my shop at Etsy.com 

(HoskinsNets).  

 

Tom Hoskins 

1519 14th St. 

Bettendorf, IA 52722 

563-370-6404 

HoskinsNets@gmail.com 

________________________________ 

NuCast, and Maxxon Outfitters 

Quality Fly Rods, Reels, & Tackle 

  No one should have to work too hard just to 

have fun.  We’ve combined quality materials 

and design with affordability  – so you can 

go fishing… and take your son or daughter, 

too.  Purchase online or use our dealer loca-

tor. 

www.nucast.us 

www.maxxonoutfitters.com 

Norman Hartman 

708-334-4398 

___________________________________ 

GP Lawrence Rods 

Handcrafted Split Bamboo Fly Rods  

by HFFA member, Dave Kemp 

608-748-5057  davemikek@aol.com 

Will custom make per your preferences 

Located in the Dubuque area 

___________________________________ 

 

 

For Sale 

Fly Tying Vices: HMH, Dyna-King, Peak 

Engineering, Dan Vise, Nor-Vise, Anvil, and 

Regal. Also selling the new Daylight Lamp 

plus Bill Skilton  products, Jay Fair, Seal 

Sub, Arizona Synthetics, Willies Sparkling 

material. All Griffin, Dr.  Slick tools and the 

new easy thread bobbin, TMC, Targus & 

DaiRiki hooks plus many other materials. 

 

 Garylee Thurm 

Jig and Fly Shop 

319-279-3219 

flytying4U@hotmail.com 

_____________________________________ 

 

Quality Fly Tying Materials 

Featuring Mustad, Tiemco and Umpqua U 

Series hooks. Whiting necks and saddles. 

Vises from  Anvil, Griffin, and HMH. All Wapsi, 

Umpqua, Hareline, Dr. Slick, and Rumpf prod-

ucts available.  

Excellent service! Don¹t forget my free fly tying 

classes in Cedar Rapids held  January and 

February. 

Mike Jacobs 

Hawkeye Fly Tyer 

117  E. First St. 

Monticello, IA 52310 

319-465-4704 

Bus. 319-465-5574 

Online Catalog: 

http://sites.google.com/site/hawkeyeflytyer 

____________________________________ 

 

HFFA Club Merchandise 

Show your pride in being an HFFA member 

and get some great buys on ripple foam fly 

boxes, fishing hats and clothing. Just received 

HFFA pins in two different styles.  

Information on Merchandise 

hawkeyFlyfisher@gmail.com 

______________________________ 

 

Looking for All the Good Stuff?  
Well look no further! We carry a complete line 
of fly tying materials, tools, flies and fly fishing 
tackle from some of the best names in the in-
dustry. We stock all of your favorites from Re-
gal, Dyna King, Wapsi, Nature’s Spirit, 
Hareline, Hardy, TFO, RIO, Cortland, Daiichi, 
Whiting, Metz, Fishpond, Mustad, plus many 
unique and innovative materials. Sign up for 
our free e-newsletter and take 10% off your 
first order, recommend a friend and get free 
shipping. 

 Badger Creek Fly Tying  
Contact us at:  607-347-4946,   

www.eflytyer.com or mike@eflytyer.com 
____________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

______________________________ 
For Sale 

Winston LT 5 pc Rod 8’9” 5 wt 
$495 OBO 

Sage  Z-Axis 4 pc 9’ 7 wt 
$495  OBO 

Hardy Princess Reel & Spare Spool 
8 wt floating & 8 wt sink tip lines 

$525 OBO 
All above are nearly new 

Excellent Condition 
 

Large Arbor Fly Reel 
With 7 wt Line 

$65 or offer 
Call or email 
Dean Elder 

karenanddean1967@gmail.com 
641-752-4840 

————————————————— 
For Sale 

G. Loomis NRX Flyrod 
9 ft. 6wt 4 piece 
Like New, $500 
Lee Schulteis 
515-480-4026 

______________________________ 
For Sale 

Iowa Trout Stamp Prints 
First 8 years 

  All framed, matted with the stamp 
Signed & same number 

 (Limited editions.) 
 Sold as the set; very unique  

opportunity. 
   Starting at $1,000 

For more information and pictures 
.  Contact Carol:  641-430-2540 

or carolschutte@gmail.com  
__________________________ 

For Sale 
Tony Bever, Life Member 

Dental Cabinet 
Great Storage for Flys and Materials 

Bever123456@msn.com 
Marion, Iowa 

_______________________________ 
 

http://www.eflytyer.com
mailto:mike@eflytyer.com
http://www.eflytyer.com
mailto:kande@marshallnet.com
mailto:carolschutte@gmail.com

