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The President’s Hatch 
 Well, sadly, not much has 
changed in relation to the worldwide pan-
demic.  If anything, the situation is worse 
than it was when I last wrote the Hatch in 
August. 
 Good news though; fishing license 
and trout stamp purchases are significantly 
higher this year.  That means more funding 
for the DNR and possibly more advocates 
for the outdoors, public access to fishing, 
and Iowa’s parks.  I’ll take all of the good 
news that I can get. 
 
 Most of us in Dubuque have been 
focusing on local waters for our fly fishing 
outlet.  Swiss Valley’s Catfish Creek and 
Bankston Creek are the closest to Dubuque 
and are very popular.  I learned to fly fish 
on Bankston Creek in the early 90’s, but 
have rarely gone back there to fish in the 
2000’s.  That changed this year for me and 
for several others in the DFF.  Of course, 
due to flooding, the stream has changed a 
lot since I fished it almost every day during 
the summer of 1991.  Fly fishing isn’t all 
about catching fish.  Going back to Bank-
ston brought back many memories.  The 
most enjoyable one is of watching a Coo-
per’s Hawk sit motionless on a branch 
watching a Yellow Billed Cuckoo who was 
hiding along the bank sitting on exposed 
roots along the bank.  This went on for 
about 20 minutes, neither one moving a 
feather, until I decided to move upstream to 
fish.  There’s also the memory of falling 
about four feet down and landing on my 

side in the stream at 6:30 AM.  I didn’t 
even break the fly rod, as I held it high as I 
fell.  Then again, I broke a fly rod for the 
first time on Bankston Creek, a beautiful G
-Lomis GL-3 that Bill Sherer had custom 
wrapped in a beautiful diamond pattern.  
He re-wrapped the tip section, but said 
that was the end of the warranty.  It’s a 
wonderful casting six and a half foot rod 
that is perfect for small streams.  I used it 
a ton for many years, especially in South 
Dakota, but rarely use it now.  Maybe this 
next year will be the year to change that. 
 
 The Hawkeye Fly Fishing Asso-
ciation is now negotiating on a “Signature 
Project” that would purchase an easement 

on a trout stream.  This is the most excit-
ing thing that I have ever been involved in.  
We should know more by the April news-
letter. 
 
 The HFFA has also done its part 
to promote our sport and to keep Iowa’s 
waters clean.  In the past year, we have: 
 1. Helped fund land acquisition 
on Bloody Run that will provide 6/10 of 1 
mile of stream access,  
 2. Helped fund land acquisition 
on Ten Mile Creek that will provide 1000 
feet of stream access,  
 3. Supported the maintenance of 
the North/South Bear Port-a-Potties,  
 4. Contributed to a fencing pro-
ject that will protect a portion of the Ma-
quoketa River.   
 5. In addition, the club now has a 
digital projector that can be used at annual 
meetings and by our local clubs for group 
presentations.   
 
None of this would be possible without the 
support of the loyal members of the Hawk-
eye Fly Fishing Association.  I thank you 
all from the bottom of my heart. 
 

John 
 

 

John Carl Miller 

Help Support  
Port-a-Potties at N&S Bear Creeks 

Go Fund Me 
https://www.gofundme.com/port-a-potty  

Here is another Madison River resident.  You can usually 
see them during the “magic hour” one mile west of the 

Madison Junction in Yellowstone.  I finally got enough lens 
to bring him up close.  Fishing is good in this section, but 
watch out for the buffalo.  I had some tourists run a bunch 

down on top of me once.  Don 



 

 

2020 Board of Directors 

John Miller, President 

1890 Wood St. 
Dubuque, IA 52001 

dbqflyfisher@mchsi.com 

 
Ron Stahlberg, Vice President 

1412 Pine Ridge Lane NE 

Swisher, IA 52338 

flyfish@southslope.net 
 

Dave Jones, Secretary 

2672 Becky Thatcher Rd. 

Muscatine, IA 52761 

dave.jones@kentww.com 

Brad Mullin, Treasurer 
P.O. Box 8145  

Cedar Rapids, IA 52408 
mullinb1427@yahoo.com 

Kate Lodge, Past President 
209 S. Vail 

Genesco, IL 61254 
katelodge25@gmail.com 

 
Willa Campbell, Director  

7701 Goodman Dr. 
Urbandale, IA 53022 

willacamp@gmail.com 

John Channon, Director 
582 Belmont Rd.  

Riverdale, IA 52722 
jc.channon@mchsi.com 

Mike Stallsmith, Director 
6520 Kingsley Ct. 

Dubuque, IA 52001 
decoydux@gmail.com 

Martin Acerbo, Director 
3114 34th Place 

Des Moines, IA 50310 
macerbo@iastate.edu 

 
CR/IC, Director 

Vacant 
 
 

Hank Moeller, Work Day Contact 
hankjmoe@gmail.com 

319-389-1334 
 

Davis Horton, Conservation Chair 
dhorton@hardincountyia.gov 

515-577-6619 
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TROUT UNLIMITED 

NORTH BEAR CHAPTER 

Meetings held second Thursday 

of month 

 September – May, Starting at 

6:30 pm. 

The Tavern Pizza & Pasta Grill 

1755 50th St.  

West Des Moines, IA 

Website: tu-northbear.org 

Jason Hochstetler - President 

president@tu-northbear.org 

_________________________ 

TROUT UNLIMITED 

 DRIFTLESS CHAPTER  

 Meets the first Thursday of the 

month October through May @ 

7:00 pm in the basement of 

 T-Bocks Sports Bar and Grill,  

206 Water St. Decorah  

www.iadriftless.org 

_________________________ 

Iowa Women Fly Fishers 

Beginner or Skilled 

Meet other Women Fly Fishers 

Des Moines or North Liberty 

katelodge25@gmail.com 

willacamp@gmail.com 

________________________ 

 

Trout Unlimited 

Spring Creeks Chapter 

Ryan Maas – President 

Check Their Web Site 

www.tu-springcreeks.org 

————————————— 

Iowa’s Coldwater  

Conservancy 

Tom Murray 

jandtmurray@gmail.com 

 

   Project Healing Waters Fly 
Fishing 

Meets 1st & 3rd Tuesday of Month 
5:30 pm 

VA Central Iowa Health System 
Behavioral Health Bldg 6M RM204 

Des Moines, IA 
Contact: Dale Sanders 

 iaflyfisher@q.com 
____________________________ 

Quad Cities Chapter 
Meets 1st & 3rd Sunday 6:00 pm 

October to May 
Meets 1st Sunday 6:00 pm June to 

September 
Riverdale Fire Station, 110 Manor 

Drive, Riverdale, IA 
Contact: John Channon  
jc.channon@mchsi.com 

____________________________ 
 

Dubuque Fly Fishers 
Meets 2nd & 4th Monday 7:00 pm 

October to May 
Swiss Valley Nature Center 

13606 Swiss Valley Rd., Dubuque, 
IA 

Contact: Mike Stallsmith 
president@dubuqueflyfishers.org 

____________________________ 
 

Central Iowa Fly Fishers 
Meets 3rd Saturday 9:00 am Sep-

tember to May 
Our Lady’s Immaculate Heart 

Church 
510 East 1st St., Ankeny, IA 

Contact: Martin Acerbo 
 macerbo@iastate.edu 

____________________________ 
 

Iowa City Chapter 
Contact: Ryan Maas 

maas_ryan@yahoo.com 
____________________________ 

 
 

Cedar Rapids Fly Fishers 
Contact: Lance Zook 
l.a.zook@mchsi.com 

 

Contacts & Meetings 

mailto:president@tu-northbear.org
http://www.iadriftless.org
mailto:iaflyfisher@q.com
mailto:maas_ryan@yahoo.com
mailto:l.a.zook@mchsi.com
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Event Calendar 
All Events Could be In Doubt Or 
Cancelled Due To Coronavirus 
Contact Local Representative 

 
 
September 2020 
 
September 12 

6th Annual Brule River Spey Day 
Lake Superior Steelhead Assn. 
Brule River @ McNeil House 

Brule, WI 
www.Steelheaders.org 

September ? 
Driftless TU Meet and Greet Potluck 

Details unclear at this time 
Theresa Shay 

tashay1966@gmail.com 
563-379-6103 

September ? 
Driftless TU Cleanup Day 

Details unclear at this time 
Steve Perry 

steve.perry1267@gmail.com 
641-583-1604 

September ?  
HFFA – Iowa DNR Work Day 

Manchester Trout Hatchery 
22693 205th Ave., Manchester, IA 

Hank Moeller 
hankjmoe@gmail.com 

 
October 2020 
 
October 2 - 4  

4th Annual Driftless Flyathon 
Yellow River State Forest 

Registration April 11th 
65  positions available 

flyathon@driftlessonthefly.com 
 
October 2 - 4 Cancelled 

2020 Casting for Recovery IA 
Camp Ewalu’s Stone Retreat Center 

Strawberry Point, IA 52076 
norrisk@ihanoline.org 
Apply by  July 24th 

 
 

November 2020 
December 2020 
January 2021 
 
January ? 

Southern Wisconsin TU Icebreaker 
American Family Insurance 

Madison, WI 
www.swtu.org 

 
February 2021 
 
February ? 

Badger Fly Fishers 
Fly Fishing Spring Opener 
American Family Insurance 

Madison, WI 
www.badgerflyfishers.com 

 
February  ? 

Wisconsin TU Council Banquet 
Oshkosh, WI 
Scott Allen 

jscottallen12@gmail.com 
 

 
March 2021 
 
March  

HFFA Annual Fly Fishing Show 
Cancelled 

Moved to 2022 
Martin  Acerbo 

macerbo@iastate.edu 
 

March 19 - 21 
Great Waters Fly Fishing Expo 

Hamline University 
St. Paul, MN 

info@greatwatersflyexpo.com 

 
 
 
 

Attention Please Read !! 
Any Calendar Item Should Be 
Confirmed With Contact Noted 

The Same Goes For The Normal 
Meetings Date and Time Listed 

On Page 3 
Hopefully It  Will Get Better 

 
Don 

 
 
 
The Flyline is the official publication of the Hawkeye Fly Fishing 
Association. It is published in April, June, September, and Decem-
ber.  The HFFA is a chapter of the Fly Fishers International.  
Articles may be submitted as MS Word or as a text file. Typed, 
printed or clearly handwritten documents are also accepted.   Pho-
tos can be submitted digitally. Send original jpeg.  Deadline is one 
month before publication. 
Send all materials to: 

Don Otto, The Flyline Editor 
hawkeyeflyfisher@gmail.com 

641-230-1468 
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HFFA Business Report 

Minutes of HFFA Virtual Board of Directors Meeting 
November 19, 2020  

Dave Jones 
 
Meeting called to order by President John Miller at 7:00 PM 
Attendees: John Miller, Ron Stahlberg, Kate Lodge, John Channon, Willa Campbell, Mike Stallsmith, Dave Jones and Martin Acerbo 
 
Welcome from John Miller 
 
1. Easement acquisition: John Miller and Dave Jones reviewed a proposal to fund an easement acquisition from the Diane Rissman 
family on the Yellow River just downstream of Forest Mills Road. This easement opportunity is downstream of another easement put 
in place in 2018. The proposed easement opportunity covers .69 miles of the Yellow River covering 15.3 acres of property. The pro-
posal also includes an additional 1.68 acres necessary to provide access and room for a parking lot. This area of the Yellow River has 
suitable water temperatures for trout, with multiple year classes of self-sustaining brown trout population having been sampled within 
this section of the stream. The total cost of the easement acquisition is $42,450. HFFA officers have held discussions with ICC and 
three Iowa Trout Unlimited Chapters regarding their likely intention to support this project with a financial contribution. Dave Jones 
made the following motion: that HFFA commit to provide funding of $42,450 less any funding provided by ICC and the three Iowa 
Trout Unlimited Chapters. After the motion was seconded, a unanimous roll call vote approved the motion to provide financial support 
for the easement acquisition on the Diane Rissman property located on the Yellow River. The board then authorized Dave Jones, as 
board secretary to submit a commitment letter of financial support to the DNR, so that they can start the necessary paperwork to com-
plete the easement acquisition.   
 
2. Elections: John Miller led a discussion about board and officer elections, considering that an in person annual meeting will likely 
not be held in 2021. After much discussion the board agreed to let the board members and officer positions stand until a business 
meeting is held at the next annual show.  
 
3. 2021 Annual show: Martin Acerbo and John Miller led a discussion regarding a potential decision to cancel the 2021 Annual Show 
scheduled in Des Moines, given the current pandemic and its restrictions. After the motion was seconded, the board unanimously ap-
proved the cancellation of the 2021 Annual Show.  
 
4. Membership: Ron Stahlberg and Willa Campbell led a discussion about current membership fees in light of the impact of the cur-
rent pandemic and its restrictions on HFFA activities and the annual show. Membership enrollments have traditionally taken place 
during the registration process for each annual show. Since there will not be an annual show this year and since a separate member-
ship recruiting campaign will be difficult given pandemic conditions, the board discussed extending membership privileges to all mem-
bers in good standing during 2020. After the motion was seconded, the board unanimously approved extending membership privi-
leges for 2021. 
 
5. Financial Reporting: John Miller and the board discussed the income statement and conservation funding report for the 12 month 
period ending September 30, 2020 shared by Treasurer, Brad Mullin. Dave Jones did remind the board that the current cash balance 
was $88,926 as of November 14, 2020. 
 
6. Future Dates for Annual Shows: Although the board did discuss locations for the annual shows for 2022 through 2026, no formal 
action was taken. 
 
7. Protecting Outstanding Iowa Waters: Martin Acerbo led group discussion regarding a request from Steve Veysey, HFFA Coordi-
nator of Fisheries and Environmental Protection, for contingency funding not to exceed $1,000 that would cover the cost of open re-
cords requests and possible experts to assist Steve with the review of the Nutrient Management Plan for a potential large beef feedlot 
development near Bloody Run Creek. After the motion was seconded, the board unanimously approved contingency funding not to 
exceed $1,000 to cover the cost of open records request and possible experts in the review of the Nutrient Management Plan for a 
potential feedlot development near Bloody Run Creek. 
 
Meeting Adjourned 

Dave 
 
 

continued on next page 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 

Membership Committee Addendum 
Ron Stahlberg  

  
 Membership Renewals: 
 With the annual meeting being postponed until 2022, you might be wondering what about membership renewals?  Many of 
us use that event as our annual signal to once again send in our dues for the coming year. 
 The past few months have been hard on everyone.  While the Flyline has been a much needed and welcomed diversion 
when it appears in our inboxes, the other things that we associate with HFFA membership have taken an extended hiatus.  With no in-
person meetings, it has been tough for the club to offer much in the way of activities, and that now includes our annual get together.   
In light of the challenging times and in realization that we haven't had much to offer, the board has decided to waive all membership 
fees for currently active members in the upcoming year.  This means that if your dues were paid up through 2020, your membership is 
considered active and paid through 2021. 
 However, the good work of the HFFA continues, even in a pandemic.  Without in-person meetings, we continue to work the 
DNR and others to protect and preserve our fishing resources.  If you would like to use this opportunity to take what would have been 
your membership dues and view them as a tax-deductible contribution to these efforts, please feel free to send them to the club at: 

Hawkeye Fly Fishing Association 
P.O. Box 8145 

Cedar Rapids, IA 52408 
 Please indicate if you would like to pay the 2022 dues or just use this as a contribution for our conservation and outreach 
efforts. 

Tight lines! 
 

Ron  

 

Editors Notes 
 

1. Once again I want to thanks Davis and Mike for helping me out with essays.  I could go and grab some material 
off the web, but I feel this is our newsletter for our members. 

2. I want to apologize to the readers for a comment made in this column last issue.   I made a tongue in cheek comment about the 
pandemic and obviously bit my tongue.  I am sorry if I offended anyone.  I know of at least one since they emailed me.  I really 
appreciated the feed back.  I want to be clear.  I graduated from Iowa State College of Veterinary Medicine in 1971.  I have spent 
the last almost 50 years fighting microbes of one kind or another.  One thing I know about microbes, they do not care.  They are 
only after one thing and that is the next host.  They never sleep, take vacations, or get diverted easily.  Managing disease out-
breaks is tough and good people get hurt all the time.  In 2001 I was in The United Kingdom trying to eradicate Foot and Mouth 
Disease.  The papers were full of the destruction to livestock and to the farmers.  The papers did not spend as much time on the 
trickle down destruction to the small businesses such as the pubs and restaurants in small towns shutdown due to lock downs.  
We are seeing the same kind of trickle down to the small businesses that we use, when we fish.  My heart goes out to the guides, 
fly shops, restaurants, and motels we use every year under normal circumstances.  I hope they can weather the storm.  I am in 
that age group that is considered at risk.  I also have children and grandchildren with some pre-existing conditions.  I am protect-
ing my family and hope you are protecting yours. 

3.  On a lighter note. I have included some photos taken in Yellowstone National Park.  In 1971 we moved to Great Falls, MT and 
were there for a year.  I did not fish during that year.  My mind was on Veterinary Medicine and nothing else.  Since we came 
back to Iowa, Donna and I try to go to or through Montana at least every two years.  One of our favorite things to do is to visit 
Yellowstone in that hour just before dark.  “The Magic Hour”  In late September the elk will gather prior to the rut.  The fishing can 
also be good.  See the photo below that Donna took on Riverside Dr. four miles in from  the West Yellowstone Gate.  I was fish-
ing and she was sitting in the car, when a black bear came down the ridge for a drink.  The bear was quickly replaced by the bull 
elk you see in this photo.  Good times will return. 

Waiting for a tug, 

Don 
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Fly Fishing Rough Fish 
by Davis Horton 

Suckers & Buffalo: Tips and Tricks for Targeting The Underappreciated 
 
 Many people refer to suckers and buffalo as trash fish. In reality, they are some of the most essential native fish species in 
our rivers and streams. Suckers and Buffalo are bioindicators, or organisms whose presence in a given ecosystem can reveal the 
quantitative health of the inhabited environment. A few ways in which suckers and buffalo tell us whether or not an ecosystem is 
healthy: 
 

 Both suckers and buffalo must have free flowing, unimpeded waterways to make their annual spring spawning migration. They 

cannot migrate in dammed environments where flow is reduced.  

 Most suckers and buffalo need clean, clear water to be able to forage among the substrate and throughout the water column 

properly. Some species can tolerate pollution, but our rarest individuals like the black redhorse sucker, are absolutely intolerant of 
pollution, siltation, turbidity and low gradient water ways. 

 Buffalo can grow to be quite old. In a recent study from May of 2019, researchers found that bigmouth buffalo can age past the 

century mark in the wild under optimal conditions (Lackmann, A.R., Andrews, A.H., Butler, M.G. et al.). Improved age analysis 
revealed that one individual in the study was 112 years old (Lackmann, A.R., Andrews, A.H., Butler, M.G. et al.). In other words, 
that fish was alive when Teddy Roosevelt was still in office. A 112 year old fish reveals a lot about the health of an environment. A 
dirty ecosystem would not allow for longevity like that. 

  
 Suckers and buffalo get a bad rap because they can be pesky for gear guys. They have a certain annoying willingness to eat 
night crawlers, dead shad, or even lures when conventional anglers are targeting sport fish. They are often a negative bycatch in the 
eyes of the beholder. It turns out these species can be WAY fun on fly rods though. Always remember to release these fish. They are 
native, beneficial to our ecosystems, and lovely sport fish. When targeting rough fish on the fly, consider these options: 
 
 Smaller is better: 
 
 Size 14-20 bead head or weightless nymphs fished under an indicator work very well for bigmouth buffalo that are foraging 
high in the water column, but not right on the surface. If you find a school of white suckers in a driftless creek, drag your nymphs low 
and slow. Make sure they tick bottom or you won’t hook the fish. Suckers love to feed in the substrate so your fly needs to be there if 
you want to catch one.  
 Often times we target buffalo on dry flies during warmer months. Size 18-20 midge patterns, ants, or general black colored 
dries seem to do best. Wait for the school to surface and lead the group with a very soft cast. Be patient, they will take a LONG time to 
slurp a dry. You may even have to recast at schools as they continue cruising. Hexagenia, yellow sally, or other mayfly hatches also 
entice big buffalo. Have your mayfly dries ready for summer hatches. 
 If you find a school of suckers laid up on a sandbar feeding, my favorite fly is a pink and white clouser on a barbless gamaka-
tsu b10s, size 14. The pink is for my vision AND the fish’s sight. Make a short cast in front of the fish as it puffs sand. Drag your fly into 
the feeding lane. The dragging motion will make the fly look like a fleeing macroinvertebrate and the fish will be more than happy to 
pick it up (if it can see the fly). Make sure you strip set right away when the fly goes under the fish’s mouth, you likely will not feel a 
bite because the takes are beyond subtle. Treat them like a freshwater bonefish. 
 
 Light tippet: 
 
 Suckers and buffalo have incredible eyesight. Weird, I know… Your tippet should be no heavier than 3x and most of the time 
the tippet is just dependent on the size of the fish you are targeting. If the fish is 5 pounds or larger, stick to the heavier tippet. Should 
you find yourself in a school of fun sized fish, lighten it up to 5x or 6x if you feel so inclined. Always use fluorocarbon for flies that sink. 
You will need to get down fast to hit a cruising fish on the nose. Always use mono for flies that float. You will want to keep the dry flies 
on the surface for as long as possible to ensure the fish has time to inspect and eat the fly. 
 
 Smaller fly rods: 
 
 Grab a 3 wt – 6wt rod for various applications and have fun with them. 8’6” 3 wt rods are my preferred rods for smaller dry 
flies in tributary streams with smaller buffalo, I like a 9’ 4 wt for targeting suckers with small clousers or nymph rigs, 5 wt rods are the 
best all-purpose outfits for still water fishing or small rivers, and the 6 wt rods are generally for heavier flies in smaller river systems 
where current may be a factor.  
If you are fishing large buffalo only (10+ lbs), I absolutely recommend an 8 weight or larger rod. Big buffalo are often caught in heavy 
current and to turn the fish is near impossible with a light rod. It’s like dragging a 20 pound bluegill sideways in 1000 cfs level current. 
Not an easy task. Get a rod with incredible leverage for the big bruisers. 
 

continued on next page 
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 2 fly lines: 
 
 All I use when it comes to fly fishing suckers and buffalo are full intermediates, or full floating lines. The ONLY time I use full 
intermediate lines are when I choose to swing bigger shad streamers for large buffalo in heavy current below dams. Think Saylorville, 
Red Rock, etc. The fly needs to get down, so an intermediate line is necessary in situations where really heavy current is an issue. 
Otherwise, a full floater will do the job for all other applications 
 
If you are interested in the buffalo article, here is the citation for the aging study: 
 
Lackmann, A.R., Andrews, A.H., Butler, M.G. et al. Bigmouth Buffalo Ictiobus cyprinellus sets freshwater teleost record as improved 
age analysis reveals centenarian longevity. Commun Biol 2, 197 (2019). https://doi.org/10.1038/s42003-019-0452-0 
 
 

Davis 

 
 

Photos above are from Davis with a Golden Redhorse Sucker on left and Black Buffalo on right 
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Fly Fishing Rock Creek, Montana 
by Mike Jacobs 

  For years I have studied fly fishing magazines and books (yes, I'm old and old fashioned) to get information about potential 

fly fishing destinations. I love to go out west for trout fishing during September. Over the years a stream that has come up regularly in 
my reading is Rock Creek near Missoula, MT. Last year in September we ventured west to investigate the fishing opportunities on this 
beautiful stream. We stayed in a VRBO, south of Clinton, MT. that had landowner access (guests also) to the creek. 
 We arrived on Saturday and we got situated in our living quarters. We had a guided walk/wade trip scheduled for Monday 
(Labor Day) so we did some exploring on our own on Rock Creek during the day on Sunday. 
A dirt road parallels Rock Creek for nearly 50 miles providing easy access. There are a few short sections of private property but they 
are well marked. Sometimes you have a car pull-off right next to the stream, in other spots you just pull as far off to the side of the 
road as you can and then follow a trail or bushwhack through the trees and undergrowth to the stream. 
We fished a few of these roadside accesses as we explored on our own on Sunday. We didn't catch fish everywhere we stopped but 
we did discover some beautiful riffles, runs and pools. And we did catch some nice Westslope Cutts, Browns and Rainbows that 
helped to make our day. 
 On Monday our guide, Josh Ziegler, showed us some different access spots on Rock Creek that we would have never found 
on our own. Plus he showed us the techniques and flies to get us into fish regularly. For the day we caught plenty of Westslope Cutts, 
Browns and a few Rainbows.  
 Although hiring a guide isn't cheap, the true value of spending a day with a guide is all of the knowledge you can end your 
day with. A guide will show you fishing spots, new fishing techniques, and new flies to try. The primary reason for me in hiring a guide 
was to have him show us spots we could fish later in the week on our own. Additionally, he showed us where to find the fish in the 
runs and pools and then how to approach and fish them.  Remember, these waters are not like any waters we fish in Iowa. 
During the rest of the week we fished Rock Creek in several spots Josh had shown us, that had quickly become our favorites. Plus we 
fished some of the water at downstream accesses closer to the Clark's Fork River as well as the water that bordered the property 
where we were staying. We averaged 20 or more fish each per day with some of our largest Westslopes in the 16" to 18" range.  
If you go, the accompanying map points out a few good spots (Microburst area, Concrete Bridge. Ghillies Bridge) to test but trust me, 
if you put some miles on the vehicle and put in some legwork you'll be rewarded with fish. 
 If you go I'd suggest that you stay in or near Phillipsburg, MT. You'll be closer to most of the good fishing areas than we 
were.  
 There are a couple good fly shops nearby: Rock Creek Mercantile close to where Rock Creek empties into the Clark Fork 
near I-90, and Flint Creek Outdoors in Philipsburg. At each of the shops you can pick up some flies, tippet or whatever you might 
need. 
 A fly rod in the 4-6 weight range will be good, preferably 8.5 feet or longer (better for fly line mending). 9 foot leaders with 4'X
-5X tippet are all you'll need. Make sure to carry extra 5X tippet. You need a minimum of hip waders (or chest waders) with studded 
cleats. A wading staff is a good accessory item to have because the water is very fast and rocks are a little slick. For flies we mainly 
used a hopper/dropper style of setup the majority of the time. A Chubby Chernobyl (tan) #6 was the lead fly with a tungsten bead, 
Jigged Pheasant tail nymph #16 as the dropper. About 16" of 5X tippet separates the two flies. We caught fish out of some surpris-
ingly fast runs, mostly on the dropper fly. Other flies that worked for us were Elk Hair Caddis #14, Purple Haze dry #14-16, Humpy #16 
and a Parachute hopper #6. We also had success with a local variation of a Prince Nymph tied with a purple body. 
 Rock Creek is easy to access off I-90 then dropping down to Philipsburg. Personally I'd much rather drive I-90 any day com-
pared to heading west on I-80. 
 There are many other rivers and streams to explore within a couple hours drive of this area including a remote gem 
(suggested by our guide Josh), the North Fork of the Blackfoot, not far from Ovando. The North Fork of the Blackfoot will be the sub-
ject of a story from me in the future. 
 I hope you get a chance to fish Rock Creek as I know you won't be disappointed. I would recommend you hire a guide for 
your first day. 

continued on next page 



 

 

Page 10 

See Mike’s map above.  Flys: Chubby Chernobyl, Purple Haze, and Tungsten Jigged Pheasant Tail  
Nice Westslope Cutthroat 
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Beg, Borrow, or Steal  aka Classifieds 

___________________________________ 

 FOR SALE 

Quality hand-crafted trout nets made by an 

HFFA member.  Nets range in length from 

21” - 29” and are available in various woods 

and hoop configurations.  Contact me di-

rectly or visit my shop at Etsy.com 

(HoskinsNets).  

 

Tom Hoskins 

1519 14th St. 

Bettendorf, IA 52722 

563-370-6404 

HoskinsNets@gmail.com 

________________________________ 

NuCast, and Maxxon Outfitters 

Quality Fly Rods, Reels, & Tackle 

  No one should have to work too hard just to 

have fun.  We’ve combined quality materials 

and design with affordability  – so you can 

go fishing… and take your son or daughter, 

too.  Purchase online or use our dealer loca-

tor. 

www.nucast.us 

www.maxxonoutfitters.com 

Norman Hartman 

708-334-4398 

___________________________________ 

GP Lawrence Rods 

Handcrafted Split Bamboo Fly Rods  

by HFFA member, Dave Kemp 

608-748-5057  davemikek@aol.com 

Will custom make per your preferences 

Located in the Dubuque area 

___________________________________ 

 

 

For Sale 

Fly Tying Vices: HMH, Dyna-King, Peak 

Engineering, Dan Vise, Nor-Vise, Anvil,and 

Regal. Also selling the new Daylight Lamp 

plus Bill Skilton  products, Jay Fair, Seal 

Sub, Arizona Synthetics, Willies Sparkling 

material. All Griffin, Dr.  Slick tools and the 

new easy thread bobbin, TMC, Targus & 

DaiRiki hooks plus many other materials. 

 

 Garylee Thurm 

Jig and Fly Shop 

319-279-3219 

flytying4U@hotmail.com 

_____________________________________ 

Quality Fly Tying Materials 

Featuring Mustad, Tiemco and Umpqua U 

Series hooks. Whiting necks and saddles. 

Vises from  Anvil, Griffin, and HMH. All Wapsi, 

Umpqua, Hareline, Dr. Slick, and Rumpf prod-

ucts available.  

Excellent service! Don¹t forget my free fly tying 

classes in Cedar Rapids held  January and 

February. 

Mike Jacobs 

Hawkeye Fly Tyer 

117  E. First St. 

Monticello, IA 52310 

319-465-4704 

Bus. 319-465-5574 

Online Catalog: 

http://sites.google.com/site/hawkeyeflytyer 

____________________________________ 

 

HFFA Club Merchandise 

Show your pride in being an HFFA member 

and get some great buys on ripple foam fly 

boxes, fishing hats and clothing. Just received 

HFFA pins in two different styles. You saw the 

new HFFA name tags at the Annual Meeting. 

Order yours today! 

Martin Acerbo 

3114 34th Pl. 

Des Moines, IA 50310 

515-274-9438 

macerbo@iastate.edu 

______________________________ 

 

Looking for All the Good Stuff?  
Well look no further! We carry a complete line 
of fly tying materials, tools, flies and fly fishing 
tackle from some of the best names in the in-
dustry. We stock all of your favorites from Re-
gal, Dyna King, Wapsi, Nature’s Spirit, 
Hareline, Hardy, TFO, RIO, Cortland, Daiichi, 
Whiting, Metz, Fishpond, Mustad, plus many 
unique and innovative materials. Sign up for 
our free e-newsletter and take 10% off your 
first order, recommend a friend and get free 
shipping. 

 Badger Creek Fly Tying  
Contact us at:  607-347-4946,   

www.eflytyer.com or mike@eflytyer.com 
 
 
 
 
 

______________________________ 
 

For Sale 
 

Books, Books and More Books 
All in good to excellent condition 

Prices $5 to $22 
Contact me for a list 

 
One Pennington Bamboo Rod left 
Thanks to all that purchased my 

Rods and Reels 
. 

Call or email 
Dean Elder 

karenanddean1967@gmail.com 
641-752-4840 

 
————————————————— 

 
For Sale 

Complete Spey Rod and Reel outfit 
Allen Olympic Rod, 5wt 12foot, 

OP5120 
Scientific Anglers Mastery Reel 89 

Loaded with SA 20# Orange backing 
.025 Running Line 

Rio 350gr Steelhead Scandi SHD 
Spey line, Ivory, 31ft shooting head 

10ft Versi-Leader 
Includes the original rod tube and 

boxes for the reel and line 
$300 obo 

This outfit has been well taken care of 
Larry Niday 

641-218-9314 
nlniday@windstream.net 

 

http://www.eflytyer.com
mailto:mike@eflytyer.com
http://www.eflytyer.com
mailto:kande@marshallnet.com

